WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
UNITED  DISTRICT 


( East  Dean,  Lydney,  Newent  &  West  Dean  Rural  Districts ) 
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1966 


Divisional  Health  Office, 

COLEFORD,  GLOS. 

Tel.  :  Coleford  3364/5. 

Residence  :  St.  Briavels  284. 
To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils  of  the  West 
Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1966. 
This  Report  is  a  Statutory  requirement  placed  upon  me  by  the  Public 
Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  regarded  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  specially 
valuable  as  a  source  of  information  about  the  state  of  the  public  health 
of  his  Area. 

The  reports  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Surveyors  and  Housing 
Officers  are  included  and  form  an  essential  part  of  this  Report.  They 
show  the  improvement  in  the  housing  conditions  of  the  Districts  :  the 
building  of  new  houses,  the  improvement  of  old  houses  and  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  the  bad.  They  show  the  gradual  improvement  of  sanitary 
circumstances  made  by  the  extension  of  mains  water  supplies  and  the 
provision  of  main  sewerage. 

The  numbers  of  births  and  deaths  and  the  causes  of  deaths  are  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General.  The  birth  and  death  rates  are  worked  out 
for  each  Rural  District,  but  no  rate  of  any  value  for  infantile  mortality 
or  still  births  can  be  worked  out  for  each  District  or  for  the  Area  as  a 
whole  because  the  figures  are  too  small.  The  pattern  of  the  causes  of 
death  are  similar  to  that  of  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  were 
27  compared  with  42  last  year.  This  does  not  mean  that  there  has  been 
an  improvement  but  is  an  example  of  the  variation  that  occurs  from 
year  to  year  with  small  figures.  Twenty-seven  died  from  this  disease  in 
1964,  and  22  in  1963. 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  are  substantially  caused 
by  cigarette  smoking.  This  unfortunate  habit  so  easily  commenced, 
produces  in  so  many  people  a  drug  dependence  on  nicotine.  In  itself 
nicotine  affects  the  arterial  system  making  diseases  of  the  arteries,  such 
as  coronary  thrombosis,  more  frequent.  The  smoke  also  carries  cancer 
forming  substances  and  irritants  which  cause  bronchitis.  The  country 
air  that  a  smoker  inhales  when  polluted  by  cigarette  smoke  is  far  more 
poisonous  than  the  air  of  towns.  A  man  aged  40  who  smokes  twenty- 
one  cigarettes  a  day  will  live,  on  the  average,  six  years  less  than  if  he  had 
been  a  non-smoker. 

There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease.  The  globulins 
of  our  blood  and  tissues  are  chiselled  by  the  various  childhood  infections, 
or  by  the  immunization  procedures  available  against  certain  serious 
infections,  until  we  reached  immunity  on  the  plateau  of  adult  life.  But 
we  are  still  vulnerable  to  some  infections  notably  influenza. 

Salmonellosis  and  brucellosis  in  animals  are  commented  on  in  relation 
to  human  infection  and  those  who  follow  “  The  Archers  ”  will  have 
been  introduced  to  the  implications  of  these  conditions. 
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I  am  confident  that  you  will  find  the  reports  of  all  the  Officers  who 
have  contributed  interesting.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Surveyors  and  Housing 
Officers  for  their  reports  and  the  other  Officers  who  have  assisted  by 
supplying  information.  I  also  have  to  thank  all  four  Public  Health 
Inspectors  for  their  excellent  reports.  Had  they  supplied  them  to  me  at 
the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  as  requested,  instead  of  at  the  end 
of  the  second  quarter,  the  Report  would  have  been  printed  a  quarter 
earlier  and  would  have  been  more  valuable.  It  is  not  possible  to  include 
all  the  items  of  service  with  which  these  Officers  and  myself,  like  other 
Officers  of  the  Councils,  have  to  deal  but  care  has  been  taken  not  to 
miss  out  any  important  matter. 

The  Forest  of  Dean  Area  has,  for  so  long,  played  an  important  part 
in  the  economy  of  the  Country  and,  because  of  this  there  are  many  old 
properties  and  many  particular  problems  which  make  the  work  of  the 
Officers  more  than  it  would  be  in  an  area  with  a  much  larger  population 
living  on  new  estates. 

I  have  included  no  mention  of  the  half  of  my  work,  which  is  as 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  Council,  nor  have 
I  attempted  to  make  this  into  a  guide  to  the  local  health  services. 

I  am  grateful  to  you,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  for  your  co-operation 
and  understanding.  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
for  their  assistance  during  the  year  and  for  their  co-operation.  I  have 
also  to  thank  the  Printers  for  their  care  and  my  Clerk,  Miss  Eleanor 
M.  H.  Hughes,  for  her  careful  work  in  assisting  me  to  compile  this 
Report  and  for  her  accurate  work  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  Hunt. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  Rate 
17.7 

19.1  (18.5) 

16.6  (17.8) 

15.5  (16.1) 
16.9  (19.3) 

16.5  (18.2) 

17.7  (18.4) 


Death  Rate 

11.7 

10.8  (11.2) 
11.4  (11.8) 
13.6  (14.2) 
10.3  (11.6) 
10.0  (9.4) 
I3*1  (13*1) 


Birth  and  Death  Rates 

England  and  Wales 
Gloucestershire 
Combined  Forest  Area 

East  Dean  . 

Lydney  R.D. 

Newent  R.D. 

West  Dean 

The  Birth  Rate  is  the  number  of  live  births  per  1,000  population  ; 
the  Death  Rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  population.  The 
figures  in  brackets  are  the  “  corrected  ”  rates  which  are  obtained  by 
multiplying  the  crude  rate  by  the  appropriate  comparatability  factor 
issued  by  the  Registrar  General. 

There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  childbirth. 

There  were  21  deaths  during  the  first  year  of  life  (16  male  and  5 
female)  ;  of  these  14  were  during  the  first  week,  2  were  from  the  end 
of  the  first  week  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  and  5  were  from  the  end 
of  the  fourth  week  to  the  end  of  the  first  year. 
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Numbers  of  Births  and  Deaths 


Estimated 

Excess  of 

Population 

Births 

Deaths 

Births  over 

(i mid  1966) 

Deaths 

East  Dean  . . . 

•  •  • 

...  21,060 

327 

241 

86 

Lydney  R.D. 

•  •  • 

14,120 

239 

145 

94 

Newent  R.D. 

•  • « 

9,190 

152 

92 

60 

West  Dean 

•  •  • 

17,620 

312 

230 

82 

Total  Area  ... 

•  •  • 

...  61,990 

1,030 

708 

322 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

Coronary  disease  and  angina  . 

20.7 

Other  heart  disease  . 

13.7 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

5.5 

Vascular  disease  of  the  nervous  system 

12.6 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 

17.5 

Pneumonia  . 

5.2 

Bronchitis  . 

4.5 

Pneumoconiosis  (12  deaths) . 

1.7 

Accidents 

3.1 

Cancer  Deaths 


East 

Dean 

Lydney 

R.D. 

Newent 

R.D. 

West 

Dean 

Total 

Male 

Stomach  . 

2 

— 

1 

5 

8 

Lung  and  Bronchus  . . . 

8 

7 

4 

4 

23 

Other . 

19 

4 

2 

12 

37 

Leukaemia  . 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Female 

Stomach  . 

— 

3 

1 

— 

4 

Lung  and  Bronchus  ... 

1 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Breast . 

4 

1 

2 

4 

11 

Uterus  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Other . 

11 

3 

3 

9 

26 

Leukaemia  . 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Totals  . 

47 

22 

14 

4i 

124 

4 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Diphtheria 

For  the  eighteenth  year  in  succession  there  was  no  case.  There  were, 
however,  nineteen  cases  in  England  and  Wales  (9  in  Derbyshire,  4  in 
Birmingham,  3  in  London,  2  in  Kent  and  1  in  Somerset),  showing  that 
the  disease  still  exists  and  would  be  widespread  again  were  the  level  of 
immunization  of  children  not  maintained. 

Poliomyelitis 

For  the  seventh  year  no  case  of  this  disease  has  been  notified.  There 
were  21  cases  scattered  throughout  England.  The  value  of  vaccination 
by  oral  vaccine  is  very  great  indeed  :  the  number  of  children  in  this 
Area  who  are  not  protected  by  this  as  infants  must  be  very  small. 

Whooping  Cough 

Twenty-three  of  the  29  cases  notified  including  21  of  the  22  cases  in 
Newent,  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Although  immuniza¬ 
tion  has  been  very  effective  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  this  distressing 
disease,  16  of  the  22  cases  in  the  Newent  District  were  said  to  have  been 
immunized,  3  partly  immunized  and  3  not  immunized.  Of  the  7  cases 
in  East  and  West  Deans  only  one  was  fully  immunized,  3  partly  so  and 
3  not  at  all. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Ninety-seven  cases  were  notified.  These  were  widely  scattered 
throughout  the  Forest  Districts  and  occurred  throughout  the  year, 
except  that  49  of  the  63  East  Dean  cases  arose  in  the  last  quarter.  There 
were  no  cases  in  August.  The  severity  of  this  disease  is  controllable  by 
antibiotics. 

Measles 

This  was  very  widespread  throughout  the  Area  during  the  first  seven 
months  of  the  year.  It  missed  some  of  the  places  where  the  children 
were  most  affected  in  the  previous  year,  such  as  Newent  and  the  more 
rural  parts  of  the  Newent  Rural  District. 

Immunization  is  now  available  but  has  been  left  to  the  general 
practitioners  to  do  and  is  not  yet  done  extensively.  In  the  City  of 
Bristol  where  it  is  done  by  the  Health  Department,  a  large  number  of 
children  will  be  protected.  The  effect  of  this  on  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  will  be  interesting. 

Dysentery 

In  the  first  half  of  the  year  a  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  in  Cinder- 
ford  were  investigated  and  19  cases,  in  the  lower  part  of  Cinderford 
and  neighbouring  part  of  Drybrook,  were  confirmed  as  Sonne  dysentery. 
Only  seven  of  these  were  notified  the  others  being  found  in  the  course  of 
investigation.  An  isolated  case  arose  at  Broadwell  in  October. 


6 


Food  Poisoning 

In  East  Dean  Rural  District  in  July,  a  middle-aged  woman  developed 
an  infection  with  Salmonella  panama.  There  were  several  cases  in 
Gloucester  at  that  time  related  to  one  make  of  sausage,  but  no  connec¬ 
tion  could  be  found  to  this  case. 

In  East  Dean  Rural  District  also  in  October,  a  girl  of  five  had  an 
infection  with  Salmonella  typhimurium.  No  source  could  be  found, 
but  a  child  of  this  age  inevitably  plays  on  the  ground  which  is  likely  to 
be  contaminated  by  the  excreta  of  infected  animals. 

Nine  cases  of  diarrhoea  in  West  Dean  Rural  District  were  investigated, 
but  I  did  not  regard  these  as  food  poisoning. 


Paratyphoid  B. 

A  young  man  living  in  the  East  Dean  Rural  District  developed  this 
infection  while  staying  outside  it,  although  he  must  have  been  infected 
before  leaving.  No  source  was  found  but  he  volunteered  that  he  was  very 
fond  of  apples  and  that  he  must  have  eaten  unwashed  and  unpeeled 
foreign  apples.  This  was  a  possible  source.  No  organisms  were  found 
on  his  return  to  the  District. 


Influenza 

There  was  a  prevalence  of  upper  respiratory  tract  infections  including 
influenza,  sore  throats  and  colds  during  February  and  March. 

The  School  Returns  showed  a  large  number  of  absences  at  certain 
Schools  only  :  Littledean,  Mitcheldean,  Bilson,  St.  Whites,  Blakeney, 
Ruardean,  English  Bicknor  and  Coleford. 

The  new  claims  to  sickness  benefit  were  raised  during  these  months 
reaching  a  peak  of  500  at  the  beginning  of  March  compared  with  an 
average  of  150  for  healthy  periods  ;  twelve  deaths  were  ascribed  to 
influenza. 


Other  Children’s  Infections  as  shown  by  the  Weekly  School 

Returns 

Rubella  ( German  Measles ) :  Scattered  cases  occurred  amongst  children 
at  many  Schools  and  throughout  the  year.  In  December,  however, 
there  was  an  epidemic  amongst  children  at  Bilson  School. 

Mumps  :  This  was  very  scattered  but  especially  prevalent  at  Lydney 
and  Aylburton  Schools  in  October,  and  Bream  in  November. 

Chickenpox  :  This  was  epidemic  at  Ruardean  Hill  in  January,  Bilson 
and  Ruspidge  in  February  and  March,  Newent  in  April,  Ellwood 
in  November  and  Broadwell  in  December. 

Conjunctivitis  :  A  number  of  cases  of  contagious  conjunctivitis  occurred 
amongst  children  at  Littledean  School. 
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Infectious  Disease — table  of  corrected  notifications 


Rural  Districts 

East 

Dean 

Lydney 

Newent 

West 

Dean 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

63 

9 

1 

24 

97 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

22 

4 

29 

Measles . 

75 

207 

85 

232 

599 

Dysentery  . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

- — 

2 

— 

2 

Acute  Pneumonia 

1 

3 

1 1 

5 

8 

Tuberculosis 

Fifteen  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  ;  all  were  of 
pulmonary  disease.  The  age  groups  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  5  19-28  40  -  55  Over  55 

Male  .  3  —  2  5 

Female .  1  3  1  — 

These  cases  fall  into  three  categories  (1)  aging  men  whose  lungs  had 
broken  down,  (2)  several  young  women  and  (3)  young  children  with 
primary  infections  who  were  contacts  of  their  relatives.  Four  men  died 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  continued  to  visit  the  three  Forest 
Towns  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

Five  hundred  and  sixty-five  persons  attended  at  Cinderford,  481  at 
Coleford  and  512  at  Lydney.  Of  the  23  abnormalities  found,  two  were 
cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  besides  three  cases  of  bronchial 
cancer  and  three  cases  of  pneumoconiosis. 

The  eradication  of  tuberculosis  from  cattle  in  this  Country  has, 
together  with  the  pasteurisation  of  milk,  made  the  infection  of  man  from 
milk  or  meat  almost  impossible.  Routine  tuberculin  tests  have  shown 
that,  on  rare  occasions,  cattle  still  become  reactors.  I  was  informed  by 
the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  some  reactors  arising  in  a  herd  in 
my  Area  and  one  cow  showed,  on  slaughter,  open  tuberculosis  of  the 
lungs.  Such  an  infection  may  have  caused  an  infection  in  the  farmer  or 
his  family  or,  on  the  other  hand,  the  infection  may  have  come  from  the 
farmer  or  his  workers.  Investigations  were  negative  in  this  case. 


Notifications  during  the  year  : — 


Pulm< 

Dnary 

Non-pu 

monary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Lydney  . 

1 

4 

— 

— 

5 

Newent 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

West  Dean  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Totals  . 

10 

5 

— 

— 

15 
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Cases  on  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean 

83 

47 

4 

11 

145 

Lydney 

33 

17 

1 

4 

55 

Newent 

11 

2 

1 

2 

16 

West  Dean  . 

73 

23 

12 

8 

116 

Totals  . 

200 

89 

18 

25 

332 

Smallpox 

In  April  a  case  of  variola  minor  (mild  smallpox)  was  diagnosed  in  the 
West  Midlands.  Other  cases  followed  and  retrospective  diagnoses  were 
made,  the  first  case  probably  having  been  in  February.  In  June  there 
were  some  cases  at  Pontypool.  Altogether  there  were  at  least  64  cases. 
The  disease  was  mild  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  this  disease  from  chickenpox  and  because 
of  this,  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  suggested 
that  slides  with  recorded  commentary  should  be  shown  to  general 
practitioners.  I  arranged  three  showings  and  there  were  good  attendances. 
General  practitioners  were  asked  by  the  Ministry  to  inform  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  unusual  cases  of  chickenpox. 

One  such  case  was  brought  to  my  notice  in  the  East  Dean  Rural 
District.  An  adult  of  26  developed  chickenpox  but  the  lesions  took 
longer  than  usual  to  erupt  and  to  mature,  and  the  temperature  was 
higher  than  is  usual  with  chickenpox.  Material  from  the  patient  was 
delivered  to  the  Cardiff  Laboratory  at  11.0  a.m.  and  by  3.0  p.m.  a 
telephone  message  was  received  that  the  electron  microscope  showed 
chickenpox  virus  and  not  smallpox  virus  ;  an  agar  gel  diffusion  test 
and  egg  culture  definitely  eliminated  smallpox  a  few  days  later. 


International  Vaccination  Certificates 

These  are  certificates  which  give  evidence  of  vaccination  against 
smallpox  or  against  cholera.  The  signature  of  the  certifying  doctor  has 
to  be  authenticated  by  the  stamp  of  the  local  authority.  These  certificates 
normally  come  to  me  for  stamping  because  I  see  doctors’  signatures  on 
notifications  of  infectious  disease  and  am  in  a  position  to  detect  omissions. 

Because  of  the  presence  of  mild  smallpox  in  this  Country,  some 
European  Countries  required  these  certificates  from  persons  coming 
from  the  infected  areas,  some  (Austria,  Belgium,  Germany  and  Italy) 
sensibly  required  no  certificates,  but  others  (notably  Spain)  required 
certificates  from  persons  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  As  a 
large  number  of  persons  spent  their  holidays  in  Spain  the  number  of 
certificates  was  high  and  1,178  were  authenticated. 
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Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regulations,  1966 

The  new  regulations  made  cases  of  leprosy  notifiable  confidentially 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  instead  of  to  the  Chief  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

There  are  no  known  cases  in  my  Area. 


GENERAL  ITEMS 

Housing 

The  management  and  letting  of  Council  houses  is  done  by 
Committees  of  local  Councillors. 

The  Health  Visitors  report  to  me  cases  of  children  living  in  poor 
conditions  and  many  applicants  complain  direct  to  me  or  through  their 
own  doctors  ;  in  these  cases  reports  are  sent  to  the  appropriate  Officer 
of  the  Council.  These  are,  the  Housing  Officers  in  the  case  of  East  Dean 
Rural  District  Council  and  the  West  Dean  Rural  District  Council  and 
the  Clerks  in  the  cases  of  the  Lydney  and  Newent  Rural  District 
Councils.  They  see  that  these  reports  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
local  Committees.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors  also  receive  a  large 
number  of  complaints  of  bad  housing  among  applicants.  Reports  are 
sent  to  the  appropriate  Officer  who  also  receives  many  complaints 
direct. 

Very  valuable  help  is  given  by  the  Officers  of  the  Welfare  Committee 
in  dealing  with  unsatisfactory  tenants,  and  evictions  from  Council 
houses  are  now  rare. 

In  the  East  Dean  and  West  Dean  Rural  Districts  a  number  of  persons 
have  not  yet  been  rehoused  from  houses  that  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  myself  have  reported  on  as  being  unfit. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 
There  are  none  in  any  of  my  Districts. 


Dental  Caries 

The  cost  of  adding  sufficient  fluoride  to  drinking  water  (one  part  per 
million)  for  the  development  in  children  of  teeth  resistant  to  caries 
is  5s.  od.  per  year  per  person  who  would  benefit.  I  recognise  that  the 
objection  to  fluoridation  has  been  largely  one  of  principle,  but  it  is  very 
important  to  dispel  the  garbled  untruths  put  out  by  the  opponents  of 
fluoridation.  There  is  some  evidence  that  the  osteoporosis  (fragility  of 
the  bone)  of  old  age  is  allayed  by  fluoride.  If  this  is  substantiated  perhaps 
the  opposition  of  Councillors  who  have  vetoed  the  addition  of  this 
nutrient  to  drinking  water,  will  cease. 


Water  Supplies 

The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board’s  routine  sampling 
came  into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Copies  of  reports  were  sent  to  me. 


10 


Ninety-seven  copies  of  reports  of  chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  the 
supplies,  raw  and  treated,  and  copies  of  536  bacteriological  examinations 
of  samples  of  supplies  before  and  after  treatment  were  received. 

It  is  clear  that  a  careful  study  of  the  chemistry  of  the  sources  has  been 
made  during  the  year  by  the  Board’s  Chemist.  No  extra  independent 
chemical  analyses  appeared  necessary  and  I  did  not  regard  it  as  justifi¬ 
able  to  copy  the  results  of  the  Board’s  analyses  in  this  Report. 

In  retrospect  it  is  clear  that  had  the  Forest  Authorities  formed  a  Board 
in  1946  as  was  recommended  by  the  Ministry,  the  Area  would  be  self- 
contained  and  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers  of  taking  water  from  the  River 
Wye  would  have  been  so  much  less  than  in  the  future.  Lydney  Rural 
District  Council  had  vetoed  the  formation  of  a  Forest  Water  Board, 
but  when  the  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  took  over,  the 
supply  to  the  town  of  Lydney  was  precarious  and  a  scheme  to  augment 
this  by  water  from  the  Iron  Ore  Workings  near  Cinderford  was 
urgently  put  in  hand. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951 

No  legal  action  was  taken  under  these  Acts  to  remove  a  person  to  an 
institution. 

An  old  lady  in  the  Newent  Rural  District  who  was  living  alone  was 
kept  under  observation  indirectly  because  she  would  not  open  her 
door  to  callers.  When  a  neighbour  who  visited  her  passed  a  message 
that  she  was  not  so  well  I  called  and  she  willingly  entered  a  home. 

In  the  West  Dean  Rural  District  an  old  lady  of  90  was  kept  under 
observation.  She  was  dirty  and  living  in  dirty  conditions  with  a  son. 
I  considered  that  she  would  be  happier  left  in  these  conditions  than 
forcibly  removed  against  her  will  to  an  institution. 

Estimates  of  Population 

The  Registrar  General  issues  mid-year  estimates  of  the  populations 
of  the  Rural  Districts.  The  estimates  I  have  given  for  the  population 
of  different  Parishes  are  those  of  the  1961  Census  amended  according 
to  the  variations  of  the  number  of  names  on  the  electoral  lists  since  1961. 

Salmonellosis  in  Farm  Animals 

The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  informs  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  outbreaks  of  Salmonella  infections  in  farm  animals 
which  have  come  to  his  notice. 

Three  outbreaks  of  scouring  due  to  this  infection  arose  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  amongst  calves  bought  at  market.  One  batch  of 
calves  which  were  bought  in  Hereford  market  developed  an  infection 
by  Salmonella  dublin  whilst  the  other  two  batches,  which  were  bought 
in  Gloucester  market,  developed  S.  typhimurium  infections. 

It  appears  that  the  hygiene  of  the  markets,  or  the  cleanliness  of  the 
transport  used,  is  not  quite  up  to  the  standard  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  this  infection. 


11 


Also  a  cow  aborted  with  a  S.  dublin  infection.  In  each  case  or  outbreak 
the  owner  was  warned  of  the  danger  of  infection  and  no  cases  arose  in 
the  farm  workers  or  their  families. 

Brucellosis 

The  County  Health  Department  continued  the  sampling  of  milk 
being  sold  raw.  Six  hundred  and  eighty-one  samples  were  reported  on 
as  negative  to  the  “  ring  ”  test.  Positive  “  ring  ”  tests  led  to  the  definite 
diagnosis  of  brucella  infection  in  milking  cows,  in  one  cow  at  each  of 
two  farms  and  in  a  number  at  a  large  farm.  The  milk  from  the  latter 
was  sent  for  pasteurisation  and  the  other  cows  were  eliminated  from  the 
respective  herds. 

An  experimental  sampling  of  the  milk  at  a  farm  from  which  the  milk 
was  normally  sent  for  heat  treatment,  showed  a  number  of  infected 
cows.  I  received  information  that  a  farmer  was  suffering  from  brucellosis 
(undulant  fever).  He  had  had  his  cows  vaccinated  as  calves  and  had  not 
taken  any  fresh  cows  into  his  herd,  but  they  had  become  infected  and 
he  had  caught  the  disease  from  them. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  Circular  in  October  giving  guidance 
on  the  action  that  should  be  taken  under  Section  31  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  by  the  County  Council,  and  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959,  by  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Infestations 

It  is  appropriate  that  I  should  make  notes  on  the  frequency  of  insect 
infestations  in  my  Area  at  the  present  time. 

Scabies  :  This  is  an  infestation  due  to  a  mite.  One  large  family  was 
known  to  have  this  condition  during  the  year.  Although  the  general 
practitioner  usually  satisfactorily  deals  with  a  family  with  this 
infestation,  as  one  family  may  be  in  contact  with  another  elsewhere, 
I  consider  it  important  that  the  condition  should  be  notifiable. 

Bed  Bugs  :  These  are  things  which  always  come  in  from  next  door. 
Infestations  are  very  uncommon.  I  remember,  over  the  last 
twenty  years  one  infestation  at  Lydney  and  a  couple  in  West  Dean. 
There  were  a  few  more  in  East  Dean,  about  six,  and  most  were 
related  to  the  Crump  Meadow  Gypsy  Encampment.  The  insect 
powders  are  effective  and  cyanide  is  no  longer  needed. 

Fleas  .*  These  are  now  very  uncommon.  No  longer  do  we  see  a  brown 
cloud  of  fleas  rise  from  a  carpet  as  a  human  being  approaches,  nor 
do  we  have  to  spray  the  bottoms  of  our  trousers. 

Head  Lice  :  There  remain  a  few  families  who  do  not  quite  get  rid  of 
these,  but  generally  infestations  are  at  a  very  low  level. 

Body  Lice  :  These  are  never  encountered. 

Crab  Lice  (Fhthirus  pubis)  :  Recently  a  wife  brought  me  some  specimens 
she  had  taken  off  her  husband,  and  another  wife  made  her  husband 
report  to  me  to  ascertain  that  she  had  eliminated  the  infestation 
which  he  thought  he  had  caught  in  the  baths  of  a  football  club. 
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Berkeley  Nuclear  Power  Station 


By  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Liaison  Committee,  the  Forest 
Councils’  representatives  and  myself  continued  to  be  informed  of  the 
working  of  the  Berkeley  Nuclear  Power  Station.  When  the  Oldbury 
Station  is  in  operation  the  working  of  this  will  be  included. 

The  Environmental  Monitoring  Reports  of  the  area  around  the  Station, 
which  are  done  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment,  continued  to  be  received.  These  showed  : — 


i.  The  gamma  radiation  dose  rates,  which  now  appear  to  be 
stabilized,  were  as  follows  for  the  calendar  year  : 

Mean  dose  rates 

Distance  from  Station  {microroentgens  per  hour) 

Approx.  \  mile  ...  .  13.7 

1-5  miles  ...  .  1 1.9 

5-10  miles .  1 1.7 

More  than  10  miles  .  11.0 


2.  The  Strontium  90  content  of  milk  showed  a  further  decrease 
at  all  distances  from  the  Station.  The  rise  which  began  in  1962  was  due 
to  nuclear  weapon  tests  and  not  to  the  operation  of  the  Station.  The 
levels  have  not  yet  dropped  to  those  which  existed  before  the  tests. 

The  average  reading  for  the  year  October,  1965,  to  September,  1966, 
was  1 1.9  picocuries  per  gramme  of  calcium. 

3.  Gamma  radiation  of  silt  for  the  calendar  year  gave  an  average  of 
7.0  microroentgens  per  hour.  There  has  been  a  progressive  decrease 
since  1964. 

4.  Fish  :  the  beta  activity  showed  no  significant  change. 

5.  Discharge  of  Liquid  Radioactive  waste  into  the  River  Severn. 
There  were  22.9  curies  of  gross  beta  plus  gross  alpha  (excluding 
tritium)  to  the  200  curies  permitted  and  224.7  curies  of  tritium  to  the 
1,500  curies  permitted. 

Further  to  my  comments  in  the  Reports  for  1963  and  1965,  the 
Strontium  90  in  the  bones  of  children  aged  6  to  23  months  in  the  United 
Kingdom  continued  to  rise  and  reached  9.0  picocuries  per  gramme  of 
calcium,  compared  with  8.6  in  1964.  That  in  the  bones  of  new-born 
babies  did,  however,  begin  to  decrease  in  1965  (M.R.C.  Monitory 
Report  No.  13). 

The  Forest  Councils  were  informed  in  February  that  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  had  reissued  the  licence  for  the 
Berkeley  Nuclear  Licensed  Site  to  include  the  Board’s  Calibration 
Facility. 

On  enquiry  of  the  Ministry  the  Councils  were  told  that  the  Calibration 
Facility  consisted  of  a  small  block  of  laboratories  adjacent  to  the  Site 
and  that  radioactive  materials  would  be  used  mainly  for  the  calibration 
and  testing  of  radiation  meters  and  also,  in  small  quantities,  for  research 
purposes.  The  Minister  had  authorised  the  disposal  of  radioactive 
waste,  allowing  limited  discharges  of  gaseous  wastes  to  the  atmosphere 
and  the  removal  of  solids  and  liquids  to  the  Licensed  Sites  for  accumula¬ 
tion  or  disposal. 
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Quite  clearly  if  it  had  been  thought  important  for  the  Minister  to 
consult  the  Forest  Councils  before  the  licence  for  the  Station  was 
issued,  legally  the  reissue  with  the  added  discharges  from  the  Calibration 
Facility  should  have  been  preceded  by  consultations  according  to  the 
Atomic  Energy  Act. 

In  October  the  Forest  Councils  were  consulted  in  connection  with 
the  authorisation  of  discharges  from  the  Oldbury  Nuclear  Power 
Station.  Apart  from  the  small  gaseous  discharges  the  liquid  discharges 
would  have  a  limit  of  2,000  curies  of  tritium  and  100  curies  of  other 
radionuclides  in  a  year. 

When  the  Station  had  been  built  consultation  on  discharges  could 
only  be  perfunctory  ;  to  be  of  value  consultations  should  have  taken 
place  at  the  time  that  Planning  Consent  was  considered. 

Drainage  of  Properties 

In  the  unsewered  urban  parts  of  the  Districts  the  drainage  of  new 
properties  and  the  provision  of  drainage  to  old  properties  is  an  important 
matter.  Experience  has  shown  that,  unless  a  main  sewer  is  being 
planned,  such  development  should  not  be  permitted  unless  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  is  satisfied  that  drainage  will  be  satisfactory.  Nuisances 
are  too  common,  especially  where  the  subsoil  is  of  clay,  and  these  should 
be  anticipated.  It  is  clearly  foolish  to  allow  a  person  to  build  a  house  with 
septic  tank  drainage,  or  add  such  drainage  to  an  old  house,  and  then  to 
find  that  to  abate  a  nuisance  the  tank  has  to  be  emptied  frequently, 
perhaps  even  once  or  twice  a  week.  In  giving  advice  in  such  cases  to 
prevent  a  nuisance,  including  if  necessary  a  study  of  the  subsoil  by  the 
digging  of  trial  holes,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  especially  useful. 

In  my  opinion  the  Building  Regulations  should  require  a  certificate 
from  the  Public  Health  Inspector  or  from  the  Sanitary  Authority  that, 
when  a  main  sewer  is  not  available  and  will  not  be  available  in  a  reason¬ 
able  period,  the  drainage  is  unlikely  to  cause  a  nuisance. 

Quarries 

A  number  of  busy  quarries  are  now  exploiting  the  carboniferous 
limestone  which  exists  around  the  coalfield.  Many  of  these  give  rise  to 
complaints  of  dust  emission  and  of  damage  by  blasting.  It  is  quite 
impracticable  to  deal  with  these  as  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  and  the  only  control  possible  is  that  exerted  by  the  Planning 
Authority  enforcing  the  conditions  laid  down  when  Consent  was  given. 

Public  Health  Laboratory 

The  Newport  Laboratory  continues  to  be  the  one  normally  used. 
The  Director,  Dr  R.  D.  Gray,  and  his  staff  have  given  excellent  service 
over  a  number  of  years. 

The  new  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Gloucester,  under  Dr  A.  E. 
Wright,  is  used  for  the  eastern  part  of  my  Area. 

Analyst 

The  University  of  Bristol  Analyst,  who  is  the  County  Analyst,  is 
the  one  normally  used. 
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Summary  of  Slum  Clearance  during  1966 


Housing  Act,  1957 

East 

Dean 

R.D. 

Lydney 

R.D. 

Newent 

R.D. 

West 

Dean 

R.D. 

1.  Action  under  Sections  16/17  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  re¬ 
spect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made  ... 

9 

3 

8 

5 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  re¬ 
spect  of  which  undertakings 
were  accepted  that  : 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be 
used  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  until  made  fit 

3 

(b)  the  houses  would  be 
made  fit  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  . 

9 

1 

2 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses 
in  respect  of  which  closing 
orders  were  made  in  lieu  of 
demolition  orders  ... 

11 

2 

3 

6 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses 
in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  were  cancelled  after 
necessary  work  had  been 
completed  and  houses  made 
fit  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

1 

2.  Action  under  Section  18  : — 

Number  of  closing  orders  on 
parts  of  dwellings  ... 

1 

1 

3.  Action  under  Section  24  : — 

Number  of  demolition  orders 
revoked  after  properties  in¬ 
volved  had  been  made  fit  ... 

1 

7 

4.  Action  under  Section  27  : — 

Number  of  closing  orders 
determined  after  properties 
had  been  made  fit . 

1 

2 

6 

5.  Action  under  Section  28  : — 

Number  of  closing  orders  re¬ 
voked  and  demolition  orders 
substituted . 

4 

1 

6 

6 .  Action  under  Part  III  (Clearance  and 
Re-development)  . 

7.  Action  under  Part  IV  (Abatement  of 
Overcrowding) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

These  figures  were  supplied  by  the  four  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Committee 


Chairman  :  J.  I.  Duberley 


Vice-Chairman  :  C.  Jackson 


Members  :  Councillors  F.  C.  Beard,  R.  J.  Bevan,  M.  Brain,  H.  C. 
Byett,  R.  E.  Cadle,  E.  Cooke,  F.  A.  Haines,  R.  A.  Hawkins,  A.  H. 
Jones,  K.  W.  W.  Jones,  W.  E.  F.  Jones,  G.  B.  Keyse,  M.  V.  Lark, 
H.  J.  Marfell,  W.  Morris,  K.  L.  Perkins,  H.  S.  Phillips,  W.  G.  St. 
Jewell,  J.  N.  Taylor,  T.  E.  Taylor,  T.  A.  Trigg,  L.  J.  Tuffley, 
L.  S.  Wilce,  W.  Wilkins  and  S.  H.  Yeatman.* 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  :  A.  D.  Parsons,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h. 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  R.  L.  Pugh,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  M.  A.  Kent,  dip.  p.h.i.e.b.  (from 

1/8/66). 


Statistics 

Population  =  21,060  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1966). 

Area =30,078  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  7,034. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1966,  was  £424,233. 

Product  of  a  id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  19 66,  was  £1,682  13s.  4d. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  327.  Number  of  Deaths  =  241. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  86. 

Birth  Rate  =  i5.5  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  16.1. 
Death  Rate  =  i3.6  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  1.05  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  14.2. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

162 

140 

302 

13 

12 

25 

175 

152 

327 

Still  Births 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Deaths  of 

— 

infants 

under  1  wk. 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

1-4  weeks 

4  wks.-i  yr. 

1 

I 

2 

1 

1 

2 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Caravans  and  Mains 
Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of  Dwellings 

Properties 
connected  to 
Mains  Water 
Supply 

Houses 

Caravans 

Awre 

1,811 

568 

1 

539 

Blaisdon 

354 

85 

— 

69 

Churcham 

757 

238 

4 

165 

Cinderford 

6,996 

2,333 

46 

2,306 

Drybrook 

2,800 

956 

6 

945 

Huntley 

493 

167 

— 

121 

Littledean 

i338i 

444 

5 

435 

Longhope 

1,076 

368 

21 

301 

Mitcheldean 

1,900 

648 

6 

613 

Ruardean 

1,259 

425 

15 

43i 

Ruspidge 

2,233 

666 

32 

642 

Totals 

21,060 

6,898 

136 

6,567 

Mr  S.  E.  Huband,  the  Rating  Officer,  provided  this  table  except  for 
the  population  estimates. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr  A.  D.  Parsons  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  amount  of  work  continued  to  increase  and  other  duties  and 
responsibilities  were  added  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Preliminary  surveys  were  made  in  connection  with  Housing,  Slum 
Clearance,  Factories,  Food  Hygiene  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963. 

As  from  the  1st  August  it  was  a  great  help  to  have  Mr  M.  A.  Kent  as 
Second  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  to  continue  with  some  of 
the  surveys  and  help  with  the  numerous  complaints  being  received. 

There  were  1,314  entries  in  the  Complaints  Register  ;  3,615  inspec¬ 
tions  and  visits  were  made. 


Drainage 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-three  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in 
relation  to  drainage  of  properties.  Two  drainage  tanks  were  installed  to 
serve  four  houses  and  there  were  nine  connections  to  the  sewer. 

Occasionally  drainage  from  small  domestic  sewage  works  at  individual 
houses  has  given  rise  to  nuisances  and  the  permanent  solution  would  be 
the  provision  of  main  sewers. 


i? 


In  co-operation  with  the  Housing  Department,  advice  was  given 
concerning  the  drainage  of  new  houses  and  of  houses  being  improved. 


Water  Supply 

Twenty-four  samples  were  taken  from  taps  on  the  mains  supply.  All 
were  satisfactory  except  one  which  showed  slight  contamination. 

Two  samples  were  taken  from  springs  ;  both  showed  contamination. 

Seven  samples  were  taken  from  four  wells  ;  all  showed  contamination. 
These  wells  were  the  only  source  of  domestic  water  supply  for  four 
properties. 

Housing 

Nineteen  families  were  rehoused  into  Council  houses  from  low 
category  houses. 

Enforcement  of  demolition  orders  was  made  in  respect  of  eleven 
properties,  ten  of  which  were  carried  out  by  owners  and  one  by  the 
Council  in  default. 

As  in  past  years,  much  time  was  spent  in  dealing  with  plans  and 
specifications  submitted  in  respect  of  unfit  properties. 

Improvement  Grants 

When  plans  which  were  submitted  to  the  Housing  Department  had 
any  connection  with  health,  they  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  observations  and  advice. 

Summary  of  Slum  Clearance  since  1955 

Closing  Orders  on  Houses  : — 

Number  made .  115 

(i)  improved  and  terminated  .  12 

(ii)  demolished  by  Highway  Authority  .  1 1 

(iii)  remaining  closed .  59 

(iv)  converted  to  Demolition  Orders  .  33 

Undertakings  accepted  .  74 

(a)  to  do  work  .  51 

(i)  work  finished  .  30 

(ii)  work  not  yet  done .  21 

(b)  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  .  23 

Demolition  Orders  made .  109 

(i)  reconstructed  .  2 

(ii)  demolished  . .  74 

(iii)  still  standing  .  32 

(iv)  used  for  other  purpose  1 

Total  number  dealt  with .  265 

Total  number  brought  back  into  use  .  44 

Total  number  demolished .  85 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  above  Act 
were  received. 


Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

Four  hundred  and  forty-eight  Land  Searches  were  received  for 
identification  and  observations  of  properties,  seventy-six  of  which 
required  inspections. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 

Planning  Consents  granted  during  the  year  by  the  County 
Planning  Authority  for  individual  caravans  (temporary)  ...  6 

Applications  refused  .  6 


Total 


12 


Sites  licensed 


Woodview  Orchard 

Wyelands . 

Rocklands,  Longhope  ... 
Valley  Road,  Cinderford 
Queens  Farm,  Churcham 
Sites  for  individual  caravans 

T  otal  ...  ...  ... 


Number  of 
Caravans 

30 

12 

16 

69 

2 

93 

222 


Legal  action  was  threatened  against  the  owner  of  land  at  Huntley  for 
siting  caravans  without  a  licence,  but  was  not  found  to  be  necessary  as 
the  caravans  were  removed. 

Co-operative  effort  with  the  Forestry  Commission  and  the  Planning 
Department  failed  to  provide  a  suitable  alternative  site  for  the  three 
remaining  caravans  at  Crump  Meadow  Wood. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  refuse  collection  in  the  District,  other  than  for  Cinderford  and 
Ruspidge,  continued  to  be  made  satisfactorily  by  the  two  contractors, 
Messrs  A.  Bayliss  and  C.  Bell. 
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From  ist  April  the  administration  of  the  refuse  collection  done  by 
direct  labour  was  transferred  from  the  Surveyor’s  Department,  making 
the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  for  the  whole  District  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  this  Department. 

Agreement  with  the  Forestry  Commission  was  reached  to  use  Great 
Berry  Quarry  for  refuse  disposal  and,  after  complying  with  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  County  Planning  Department,  the  disposal  of  refuse  at  the 
quarry  was  started. 

The  tip  at  Blakeney  and  that  at  Longhope  were  both  given  more 
attention  than  usual  to  prevent  nuisances,  and  much  hard  work  and 
attention  was  given  to  Bilson  tip  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  standard.  To 
do  this,  a  great  quantity  of  covering  material  was  used  and  a  bulldozer 
was  hired  frequently.  The  second  entrance  gate  was  renewed  and  the 
fencing  was  regularly  overhauled  to  prevent  straying  animals  gaining 
access. 

The  refuse  collection  service  was  extended  to  include  Lea  Bailey  Hill 
where  a  new  road  has  been  made. 

Considerable  inconvenience  was  caused  because  of  breakdowns  of 
the  new  refuse  collection  vehicle,  there  being  no  satisfactory  replace¬ 
ment  available. 

The  trade  refuse  from  the  new  shops  in  Cinderford  was  collected  more 
frequently  because  of  the  amount  and  to  prevent  nuisances. 


Street  Cleansing 

The  old  damaged  litter  bins  and  baskets  were  replaced  by  more 
suitable  litter  receptacles  and,  where  appropriate  sites  could  be  found 
in  places  where  there  was  a  need  for  more  receptacles,  these  were 
provided  and  fixed.  This  work  was  carried  out  by  the  employment  of 
temporary  labour  where  necessary.  The  collection  of  litter  from  all 
receptacles  (including  the  large  bins  provided  by  the  Highway  Authority 
at  laybys  on  main  roads)  was  carried  out  weekly  by  contract. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  on  the  roads  increased  and  the  removal 
of  these,  as  well  as  other  dead  animals  causing  nuisances  elsewhere,  was 
carried  out  by  temporary  labour.  The  number  of  dead  animals  so 
removed  was  thirty-eight  sheep,  one  dog  and  six  cats. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Treatments  under  the  above  Act  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
same  private  Contractor  who  also  attended  to  other  pests. 

As  the  complaints  were  received,  notifications  were  made  to  the 
Contractor  as  follows  : — rats  147,  mice  20,  flies  n,  wasps  10,  moles  2, 
ants  2,  beetles  2  and  fleas  1. 
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Properties  other  than 

Sewers 

Type  of  Property 

Agricultural 

Non-Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  District 

162 

7,453 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  properties)  inspected  follow- 

ing  notification 

8 

228 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

8 

139 

(ii)  Mice 

— 

20 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification 

— 

151 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

— 

108 

(ii)  Mice 

" 1,1 

6 

No  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Factories  Act,  1961 

Seventy-one  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  it  was  found  that  the 
general  standard  was  quite  good.  The  condition  of  the  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  at  the  various  small  sawmills  was  poor,  but  it  was  not  necessary 
to  serve  any  notices. 

Factory  premises  registered  at  the  commencement  of  1966  ...  74 

Premises  removed  from  register  during  year  .  1 

Premises  added  to  register  during  year .  1 

Number  of  premises  registered  at  end  of  year .  74 


Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

7i 

68 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

Total  . 

74 

7i 

3 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i.) 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  . 

- 

— 

- 

. 

_____ 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6) 

- - 

- — — . 

_ 

-  - 

— 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

.  - 

- 

___ 

■_ 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

3 

- — 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

— 

- — 

— 

■ — 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Total . 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Outworkers 

There  were  73  outworkers,  who  were  employed  in  the  carding  of 
pins  and  clips  by  a  factory  outside  the  District. 

Meat 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Ten  slaughtermen  were  licensed  to  slaughter  animals  for  food. 

Slaughterhouse 

There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  which  is  in  Valley 
Road,  Cinderford,  and  is  privately  owned. 
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Meat  Condemned  at  Slaughterhouse 

Carcase  meat  . 

Bovine,  sheep  and  pig  livers 
Lights  •*«  •*«  ««• 

Bovine  heads  . 

Sheep’s  heads  . 


3,220 

1,780 

179 

128 

3 


lbs. 


55 


53 


33 


33 


Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouse 

Meat  inspection  was  carried  out  by  visits  twice  daily  and  one  on 
Sundays  during  the  latter  part  of  this  year.  The  amount  of  work  on 
meat  inspection  has  increased  considerably  during  the  last  ten  years; 
the  amount  of  slaughtering  having  more  than  doubled. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

1,918 

18 

in 

10,138 

4A32 

— - 

Number  inspected  . . . 

1,918 

18 

hi 

10,138 

4A32 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned . 

3 

4 

8 

12 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

260 

-  -- 

— 

240 

106 

.  T 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

13.7 

22.2 

7.2 

2.3 

2.5 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

1  ■  - 

- 

,, 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

-  1  -  -  - 

- 

_____ 

- 

9 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.2 

— 

Cysticercosis  :  No  carcase  or  part  of  a  carcase  was  found  to  be  infested. 


23 


Food  Condemned  (other  than  at  Slaughterhouse) 


Fresh  meat  ... 

7  lbs. 

Fruit 

179  tins 

Meat 

150  „ 

Vegetables  . . . 

147  „ 

Milk 

21  „ 

Soup 

15  „ 

Rice  Pudding 

14  „ 

Stewed  Steak 

13  „ 

Cream 

10  „ 

Potatoes 

3I  tons 

Assorted  Jam 

20  lbs. 

Assorted  Cake 

56  lbs. 

Assorted  Paste 

46  jars 

Apricots 

7  » 

Coffee 

•  •  •  3  55 

Frozen  Foods, 

Assorted 

1,905  packets 

Cereal 

14 

Sponge 

4 

Porridge 

•  •  •  3  33 

Cheese 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3  33 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Only  three  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public  of 
unsatisfactory  foodstuffs.  These  relate  to  : 

(i)  a  packet  of  fish  fingers. 

(ii)  a  meat  pie. 

(iii)  a  packet  of  potato  crisps. 

These  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

Occasionally,  when  making  decisions  on  the  inspection  of  food  it  was 
necessary  to  use  the  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 


Category 
of  Premises 

Total 

Inspected 

Number 
complying 
with  Regula¬ 
tion  16 

Number  to 
which  Regu¬ 
lation  19 
applies 

Number 
complying 
with  Regula¬ 
tion  19 

Catering  premises  in¬ 
cluding  school  can- 

teens 

11  (21) 

7 

11 

11 

Grocery  and  Provision 

Shops  . 

43  (5i) 

24 

43 

35 

Bakers 

5(6) 

5 

5 

5 

Butchers 

13  (18) 

9 

13 

10 

Fishmongers 

2  (4) 

1 

2 

2 

Sweet  Shops 

5  (45) 

4 

1 

1 

Chemists 

i(5) 

1 

1 

1 

Regulation  16  requires  the  provision  of  a  wash-hand  basin. 
Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment. 
The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  estimated  numbers  of  premises.  The 
table  only  relates  to  those  that  have  been  inspected. 
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Ice-cream 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice¬ 
cream  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


For  the  manufacture  and  sale  (cold  mix  method  only  was  used)  1 
For  the  storage  and  sale  of  (pre-packed)  ice-cream .  131 

T  otal  •**  * . .  . . »  * . »  . . «  . « «  1  ^2 


Number  of  ice-cream  samples  taken  during  year 

Methylene  Blue  Grading 

One  » . .  • » •  •••  « . «  « « .  •  • « 

Two 

JL  Tl  V  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •  •  • 

Three 

JL  All  W  •••  *  »  •  •  *  »  •••  •  •  *  ••• 

F  our  «  •  •  « . «  •«* 


47 

35 

9 

2 

1 


Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Dairies  .  10 

Distributors .  18 

Distributors  with  premises  outside 
the  District  .  5 


Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  District  and  no 
dressed  poultry  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Because  of  the  shortage  of  staff,  routine  work  was  not  started  until 
August,  when  the  Second  Public  Health  Inspector  was  engaged.  Until 
then,  only  work  as  outlined  in  last  year’s  Report,  was  being  carried  out. 

A  survey  was  started  at  once  and  as  a  result  some  300  visits  to  premises 
were  made  ;  it  was  discovered  that  13  registrations  were  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  Factory  Inspector  and  a  further  49  new  registrations  were 
made  during  the  year. 

General  inspections  were  made  subsequently  of  47  premises  of  which 
only  three  fully  complied  with  the  Act.  It  was  found  that  the  commonest 
faults  in  registered  premises  were  the  failure  to  provide  an  abstract  of 
the  Act  and  a  thermometer.  Owners  of  premises  were  generally  willing 
to  comply  with  informal  notices  but  they  regarded  some  of  the  require¬ 
ments  as  being  rather  petty. 
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A  small  survey  was  carried  out  in  November  of  the  lighting  conditions 
of  twenty-three  premises.  It  was  found  that  the  standard  of  lighting  was 
generally  poor,  artificial  lighting  being  essential  to  give  satisfactory 
working  conditions  even  on  a  bright  day. 

Generally,  work  on  the  Act  has  continued  satisfactorily  and  it  has  not 
been  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  to  obtain  compliance,  but  it 
would  be  helpful  if  more  guidance  could  be  given  on  standards  of 
lighting  and  ventilation  and  on  the  prohibition  of  heavy  work  under 


Section  23  of  the  Act. 

Listed  below  are  the  main  defects  found  : — 

Premises  not  in  a  clean  state  .  4 

Overcrowded  workroom .  1 

Failure  to  provide  a  thermometer  .  22 

Inadequate  temperature  .  6 

No  provision  for  means  of  warming  (butchers’  shops) .  2 

Inadequate  ventilation  of  workroom  .  12 

Lack  of  hot  water  supply .  7 

Inadequate  lighting  of  working  facilities .  1 

Failure  to  provide  washing  facilities  .  9 

Inadequate  washing  facilities  .  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  not  conveniently  accessible  .  3 

Lack  of  artificial  light  in  sanitary  accommodation  .  1 1 

Failure  to  keep  sanitary  accommodation  clean  .  4 

Inadequate  sanitary  accommodation  .  2 

Lack  of  satisfactory  supply  of  drinking  water  .  7 

Inadequate  provision  for  employees  clothing  .  5 

Lack  of  means  of  drying  employees  outdoor  clothing .  5 

Inadequate  lighting  of  staircase .  4 

Lack  of  handrail  to  staircase  .  4 

Failure  to  provide  guards  to  dangerous  machines  .  14 

Lack  of  satisfactory  first  aid  box .  18 

Failure  to  provide  abstract  of  the  Act  .  29 


Informal  notices  were  served  where  defects  were  found  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  necessary  work  was  put  in  hand. 


Registrations  and  Inspections 


Number  of 
premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total 
number  of 
Registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Number  of 
Registered 
premises 
receiving  an 
inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

10 

40 

19 

Retail  Shops 

35 

112 

25 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  ... 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

' 

5 

1 

the  public,  Canteens  ... 

3 

9 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

1 

2 

— 

r  otfiis 

49 

168 

47 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises :  161. 
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Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  by  workplace 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of 
Persons 
employed 

Offices 

V/  XilvV  J  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

ii5 

Retail  Shops 

430 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

24 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ... 

13 

Canteens  » • «  •••  •  • «  »»«  * .  •  •  *  *  •  •  • 

— ■ 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

3 

,’<i^QTAt  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  *  * » 

585 

Total  Males 

237 

Total  Females 

348 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  1961 

No  Statutory  notices  were  necessary  to  abate  nuisances. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960 

A  noise  nuisance  from  a  factory  was  investigated  and  satisfactorily 
abated. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Three  applications  were  made  in  respect  of  such  premises,  which  were 
inspected  and  registered  accordingly. 

Agriculture  (Safety  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1963 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

The  annual  licence  was  granted  to  the  only  pet  shop  in  the  District 
after  it  had  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

L.  A.  Andrews,  d.p.a.,  reports  as  follows  : — 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Soudley  Village  :  Work  on  the  laying  of  sewers,  provision  of  divertor 
station  and  pumping  main  to  the  main  works  at  Soudley  was  commenced 
in  September,  1966.  Progress  has  been  good  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
this  contract  will  be  completed  by  mid  1967. 
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Crump  Meadow  :  Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  by  the 
Contractors  engaged  on  the  provision  of  new  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Crump  Meadow.  When  completed  in  1967,  this  works  will  treat  sewage 
from  part  of  Cinderford  and  thus  reduce  the  load  at  the  works  at 
Soudley. 

Shakemantle  Quarry  :  In  December  it  was  noticed  that  the  flow  at 
the  Soudley  works  had  dropped  appreciably  and  investigations  soon 
revealed  that  the  reason  was  a  blockage  in  the  18  inch  outfall  sewer, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  above.  Repair  work  was  immediately  put  in  hand  and 
after  a  considerable  quantity  of  quarry  waste  had  been  removed  from 
the  pipe  line,  it  was  discovered  that  approximately  20  yards  of  pipe  had 
completely  collapsed  due,  it  would  appear,  to  the  weight  of  the  waste. 
The  defective  length  of  outfall  sewer  was  re-laid  and  the  full  flow 
restored  after  a  period  of  some  ten  days.  It  may  well  be  necessary  for 
a  considerable  length  of  outfall  sewer  to  be  re-routed  to  prevent  similar 
occurrences  in  the  future. 

General :  All  works  and  sewers  throughout  the  District  received  as 
much  regular  maintenance  and  supervision  as  is  possible  within  the 
limits  of  the  labour  strength  available.  This  has  been  below  establish¬ 
ment  for  some  time.  All  defects  reported  are  dealt  with  as  quickly  as 
possible,  but  given  adequate  labour  much  more  could  be  done  to  improve 
the  maintenance  and  performance  of  sewers  and  disposal  works. 

Sixteen  samples  of  effluent  from  sewage  plants  were  taken,  of  which 
eight  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory,  three  were  borderline  and  five 
were  unsatisfactory. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr  L.  A.  Andrews,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as  follows  on  the 
number  of  houses  completed  : — 

Council  Houses 


Parish 

1966 

Pre-War 

Post-War 

including 

1966 

Total 

Awre 

8 

— 

44 

44 

Blaisdon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Churcham 

— 

- — 

12 

12 

Cinderford 

— 

80 

306 

386 

Drybrook 

— 

6 

142 

148 

Huntley 

— 

— 

8 

8 

Littledean 

— 

— 

95 

95 

Longhope 

— 

6 

24 

30 

Mitcheldean  . . . 

— 

6 

162 

168 

Ruardean 

- — 

10 

85 

95 

Ruspidge 

— 

26 

99 

125 

Total  ... 

8 

134 

977 

1, hi 
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Of  the  eight  dwellings  completed  and  occupied  during  1966,  two  were 
one-bedroom  type  bungalows  which  were  let  to  tenants  of  pensionable 
age. 

During  1966,  work  was  commenced  upon  development  at  Victoria 
Street,  Cinderford,  which  includes  a  ‘  Scheme  B  ’  group  of  Old  Persons 
Bungalows  with  Warden  Service  and  Communal  Services,  and  also  a 
bungalow  designed  especially  for  the  accommodation  of  a  paraplegic. 

Private  Houses 

Ninety-two  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year, 
making  a  total  of  871  since  1946. 

Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  applications  were  investigated  and  grants  were 
approved  by  the  Council  as  follows  : — 


Number 

Number 

Type  of  Grant 

approved 

completed 

in  1966 

in  1966 

Standard 

63 

65 

Discretionary 

7 

5 

Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  558  applicants  for  Council  houses,  118  of  whom  were 
pensioners  asking  for  the  tenancies  of  Old  Persons  Bungalows. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 
Sewerage 

A  considerable  part  of  the  Rural  District  is  sewered.  Approximately 
half  of  the  properties  in  the  District  drain  to  the  Soudley  works.  The 
overloading  of  this  works  will  be  relieved  by  the  new  Crump  Meadow 
works  now  in  the  course  of  construction. 

The  scheme  to  sewer  Soudley  was  commenced. 

Longhope  is  not  sewered  but  it  is  important  for  the  scheme  to  serve 
it  to  be  implemented. 

Mains  Water  Supply 

The  Inspector  took  24  samples  from  taps  on  the  North  West  Glou¬ 
cestershire  Water  Board’s  supply  for  bacteriological  examination.  All 
were  satisfactory,  except  one  which  was  contaminated,  probably  from 
the  tap. 

Wells 

Samples  were  taken  from  ten  wells  ;  all  showed  pollution. 
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Sewer  Swabs 

These  are  swabs  designed  to  detect  disease-causing  germs  in  sewers 
and  were  first  used  by  Dr  Moore  of  Exeter. 

In  August  such  swabs  were  put  in  the  outfalls  of  the  works  at  Soudley, 
Ruardean,  Blakeney,  Littledean,  Mitcheldean  and  in  the  stream  at 
Steam  Mills.  No  organisms  of  the  enteric,  salmonella  or  dysentery 
groups  were  found. 


Gypsies — Crump  Meadow  Encampment,  Cinderford 

The  Council  have  complained  for  a  number  of  years  of  this  encamp¬ 
ment  near  the  Town.  A  large  number  of  families  have  occupied  this 
site  for  many  years,  especially  in  the  winter  after  hop  picking  and  other 
seasonal  agricultural  work  is  over.  There  is  no  water  supply  except  holes 
in  the  ground  and  no  sanitation.  The  Forestry  Commission  had,  in 
recent  years,  limited  the  number  of  families  occupying  the  site.  In 
March  the  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  Commission  wrote  to  the  Council 
to  the  effect  that,  only  three  families  there  were  permanent  ones  who 
could  not  be  evicted,  and  asked  for  the  Council’s  co-operation  in 
providing  a  more  suitable  site  for  these  three  families.  As  the  trees  were 
to  be  felled  he  said  that  an  ideal  opportunity  for  clearing  out  the  encamp¬ 
ment  had  arisen  which  was  unlikely  to  happen  again.  Unfortunately  no 
such  small  site  was  found  and  other  families  returned  for  the  winter. 


Engelhard  Industries  Ltd.,  Cinderford 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  of  fumes  from  this  factory  and 
in  June  a  petition  was  received  from  residents  in  the  neighbourhood. 

This  firm  extracts  precious  metals  and  the  processes  used  are  secret. 
The  fumes  complained  of  would  appear  to  be  of  inorganic  acids  but 
also  various  organic  substances  including,  it  would  seem,  vaporised 
terpenes.  No  assurance  can  be  given  that  such  unknown  fumes  could 
not  be  injurious  to  health,  and  it  is  most  regrettable  that  Planning 
Consent  was  given  for  such  a  factory  on  the  windward  side  of  the  Town 
without  precise  knowledge  of  the  fumes  that  would  be  produced  and 
satisfaction  given  to  the  District  Council,  as  Public  Health  Authority, 
that  these  would  not  be  emitted  to  the  neighbourhood. 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  A.  F.  G.  Hopes 
Vice-Chairman  :  G.  J.  Bennett 

Members  (from  May,  1966)  :  Councillors  Mrs  A.  B.  Reissner,  I.  J. 
Brown,  N.  H.  Cooke,  W.  G.  Creswick,  M.  G.  Edwards,  D.  G. 
Emery,  P.  E.  Goatman,  H.  Harley,  A.  P.  L.  James,  J.  W.  Manson, 
R.  Meredith,  T.  L.  Richards,  C.  R.  Smith,  and  M.  R.  Wyman. 

Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Public  Health  Inspector  :  W.  M.  Richards,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h. 
Statistics 

Population  =  14,120  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1966). 

Area =24,597  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings =4, 5  63. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  19 66,  was  £407,072. 

Product  of  a  id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1966,  was  £1,580  17s.  6d. 

Number  of  Live  Births=239.  Number  of  Deaths  =  i45. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  94. 

Birth  Rate  =16.9  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.14  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  19.3. 

Death  Rate  =  10.3  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  1.13  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  11.6. 

Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

123 

103 

226 

4 

9 

13 

127 

1 12 

239 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants 
under  1  wk. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1-4  wks. 

4  wks.-i  yr. 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number 

of 

Dwellings 

Properties  connected  to 
Mains  Water  Supply 

(i)  Direct 

(ii)  Standpipe 

Alvington 

409 

139 

119 

1 

Aylburton 

841 

278 

249* 

— 

Hewelsfield 

375 

150 

130 

— 

Lydney 

5,553 

2,082 

2,056 

— 

St  Briavels 

i,i95 

421 

386 

— 

Tidenham 

4,901 

1,200 

i,i74 

— 

Woolaston 

846 

293 

263 

2 

Totals . 

14,120 

4,563 

4,376 

3 

*This  includes  86  dwellings  connected  to  the  Aylburton  Village 
Supply. 

The  figures  for  the  number  of  dwellings  and  the  connections  to  the 
Mains  Water  Supply  were  given  by  D.  S.  Bennett,  a.r.v.a.,  the  Rating 
Officer. 

The  estimated  population  for  Tidenham  includes  880  staff  and 
apprentices  at  the  Army  Apprentices’  School  at  Beachley. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr  W.  M.  Richards  reports  as  follows  : — 

Housing 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  considered  by  the  Council  : 

Action  under  Sections  16/17. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  .  3 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

were  accepted  that  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for 
human  habitation  until  made  fit  .  1 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  made  in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  .  2 

Action  under  Section  18. 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  on  parts  of  dwellings  ...  1 

Houses  actually  demolished  during  the  year .  1 

Clearance  Areas  :  Of  the  eight  houses  included  in  the  Post  Office 
Row  Clearance  Order,  1956,  seven  houses  have  been  demolished. 

Willetts  Cottage  which  was  included  in  the  proposed  Order  but 
exempt  from  demolition  by  the  Minister,  has  now  been  demolished  by 
the  owner. 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  above  Act 
were  received. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 


Applications  for  Licences 

Sites  for 
Individual 
Caravans 

Permanent 

Residential 

Sites 

Holiday 

Caravan 

Sites 

Received  during  1966  for  the  first  time 
Received  during  1966  for  the  renewal  of 

9 

— 

1 

licences 

In  respect  of  which  a  decision  was  not 

7 

■ 

—  ■ 

made  during  1965 

3 

— 

— ■ 

19 

— 

1 

Granted  during  1966 

11 

— 

1 

Refused  during  1966 

In  respect  of  which  a  decision  was  not 

2 

— 

— 

made  during  1966 

Which  fell  within  the  first  schedule  of  the 

3 

— 

— 

Act  (no  site  licence  necessary) 

2 

— - 

— 

Not  proceeded  with 

1 

— , 

- — - 

19 

— 

1 

Number  of  Sites  (in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been  granted)  in 
Parishes  : — 


Sites  for  Permanent  Holiday 


Alvington  ... 

•  •  • 

Individual 

Caravans 

3 

Residential 

Sites 

Caravan 

Sites 

Aylburton 

2 

— 

— 

Hewelsfield 

6 

— 

— . 

Lydney 

7 

— 

— 

St  Briavels 

8 

— 

— 

Tidenham 

6 

1 

1 

Woolaston 

•  •  • 

1 

(50  caravans) 

(3  caravans) 
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1 


Water  Samples 

Forty-one  samples  taken  from  various  sources  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examinations  and  free  chlorine  estimations  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport. 
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Bacterio-  Free 
logical  Chlorine 

Examination  Estimations 


Samples  taken  from  taps  on  mains  sup¬ 
plies  : 

North  West  Gloucestershire  Water 
Board  « .  »  . . »  * » «  ■  • » 

Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire 

Water  Board  ...  . 

Aylburton  Village  Supply  . 


Other  sources  : 

Bathurst  Swimming  Pool 
Private  Water  Supplies  at  Farms 
Streams  . 


3 
7 

I? 

4 
6 


6 

3 

9 

4 


Milk 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Dairies  not  at  farms  .  1 

Distributors .  37 

Distributors  with  premises  outside 

the  District  .  6 

Sedbury  Dairies  Limited  : 

Number  of  Producers  :  51 

Average  daily  through-put  of  milk  :  3,300  gallons 

Bottles  (daily  average)  :  31,000 

Ice-Cream 

Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1955 — Section  16  : 

Eleven  registrations  were  cancelled  at  premises  where  the  sale  of 
ice-cream  had  ceased. 

Premises  registered  : 

For  manufacture  (cold  mix  methods  used) .  2 

For  storage  and  sale  (pre-packed)  .  62 

Visits  were  made  but  no  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  respect 
of  the  handling  of  ice-cream  or  of  the  condition  of  the  premises. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 


Category 

of 

Premises 

Number 

Number 
complying  with 
Regulation  16 

Number 
complying  with 
Regulation  19 

Grocery 

30 

23 

30 

Confectioners . 

8 

6 

8 

Butchers 

12 

8 

12 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 

5 

3 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

2 

1 

2 

Ccifcs  •••  . . . 

2 

2 

2 

School  Canteens 

13 

13 

13 

Factory  Canteens 

5 

5 

5 
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The  premises  which  do  not  comply  with  Regulation  16  are  those 
which  form  part  of  a  dwelling  and  where  no  staff  is  employed  ;  washing 
facilities  are  provided  in  the  dwelling. 

Regulation  16  related  to  personal  washing  facilities  and  Regulation 
19  to  facilities  for  washing  food  and  utensils. 

Alterations  and  improvements  were  carried  out  to  six  shops.  Five 
shops  and  two  cafes  were  closed  voluntarily. 

The  cafes,  fried  fish  shops  and  school  and  factory  canteens  were  all 
found  to  be  in  good  hygienic  condition. 

There  were  28  licensed  premises  in  the  District,  two  were  closed 
voluntarily.  Regular  meals  were  served  at  five  and  snacks  at  seven.  The 
hygienic  condition  was  satisfactory  at  all. 

Six  mobile  shops  (meat  and  grocery)  operate  in  the  District  but  the 
number  fluctuates  during  the  year.  All  have  sink  units. 

Numbers  of  inspections  of  Food  Premises  : 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  61 

(b)  Butchers’  Shops .  29 

(c)  Grocers’  Shops .  42 

(d)  Catering  Establishments  .  7 

(e)  Other  Food  Premises,  including  Mobile 

Shops,  School  and  Factory  Canteens  14 

Meat 

Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection 
Slaughtering  is  carried  out  between  the  hours  of  10.00  a.m.  and 
7.00  p.m.  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  each  week  and  it  has  been 
possible  to  maintain  a  100  per  cent  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered. 
Slaughtering  was  only  carried  out  at  the  one  licensed  slaughterhouse. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

55 

— 

5 

429 

40 

— . 

Number  inspected  . . . 

55 

— 

5 

429 

40 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

- 

8 

1 

- . , 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

1.8 

1-9 

2.5 
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Cysticercosis  :  No  animal  slaughtered  was  found  to  be  affected  by 
this  infestation. 

Tuberculosis  :  Again  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  carcase,  part  of 
a  carcase  or  organ  of  the  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 
The  Council,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by 
Section  3  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958,  issued  the  following 
licences  during  the  year  : 

To  slaughter  and  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  pigs  ...  6 


To  slaughter  and  stun  pigs  only  .  8 

To  slaughter  and  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  pigs 
under  supervision  only  .  1 

Amount  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption 

1  Bovine  Liver .  12  lbs. 

8  Sheep  Livers .  11  lbs. 

1  Pig’s  Pluck  .  4  lbs. 

Hindquarter  of  Chilled  Beef  .  84  lbs. 

Pig’s  Liver  (imported) .  14  lbs. 

Leg  of  Pork  .  12  lbs. 


1  -  6  lb.  tin  Corned  Beef 

2  -  11  lb.  tins  of  Imported  Cooked  Ham 

2  -  6  lb.  tins  of  Imported  Ox  Tongues 
16 \  lbs.  Margarine 

8  tins  Corned  Beef 
1  tin  Salmon 
12  tins  Apricots 
5  tins  Peas 

3  tins  Rhubarb 
30  tins  Pears 

3  tins  Tomatoes 
5  tins  Peaches 

1  tin  Pineapple 

4  tins  Grape  Juice 

1  tin  Jellied  Veal 

16  -  J  lb.  packets  Margarine 

2  tins  Sardines 

Cured  Fillet  .  1  stone 

Prawns  .  7  lbs. 

Cod  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  stone 

At  two  premises,  because  of  the  failure  of  the  deep  freeze  plant,  85 
articles  of  various  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  me  which, 
upon  examination,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Pink  Elephant  Ice  Containers 

After  Dr  Wolfinden,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Bristol,  had 
given  a  warning  that  the  water  in  pink  elephant  ice  containers  which 
had  been  made  in  Hong  Kong,  might  be  a  danger  to  health,  a  resident 
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in  the  District  handed  to  me  a  card  with  one  dozen  pink  elephant  ice 
containers  attached,  which  he  had  received  from  a  friend  in  Leicester. 
These  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport  for 
examination,  and  in  the  meantime  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  of  Leicester  were  informed  of  the  action  taken.  The  report 
on  these  samples  showed  that  the  water  contained  in  the  specimens  gave 
no  evidence  of  faecal  pollution. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Type  of 

Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  District 

4,831 

187 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (includ- 

ing  nearby  premises)  inspected 

following  notification 

68 

— 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

68 

— 

(ii)  Mice  . . . 

- — 

— 

3 .  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification 

274 

9 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  . . . 

78 

(ii)  Mice  . . . 

4 

During  the  year  all  Council  properties,  including  refuse  tips,  sewer 
systems  and  stores,  were  kept  under  regular  observation  and  where 
necessary  were  treated  with  Warfarin  baits  or  Cymag  Gas. 

Forty-two  selected  manholes  in  the  sewer  system  were  tested,  39 
were  found  to  be  clear,  3  at  Sedbury  required  further  treatment. 

Follow  up  inspection  of  the  River  Lyd  at  Forest  Road  was  maintained 
during  January  and  February  to  ensure  that  the  treatment  carried  out 
during  November,  1965,  had  cleared  the  infestation  in  that  area. 

Infestations  in  the  Hill  Street  and  Swan  Road,  Lydney  areas  still 
remain,  and  to  keep  this  part  of  the  Town  clear  of  rats  no  methodical 
treatment  can  be  carried  out  until  the  maintenance  of  the  Cut  is  improved 
and  action  taken  to  prevent  this  watercourse  being  used  as  a  dump 
for  refuse. 

The  increasing  density  of  building  in  most  Parishes  has  made  it 
even  more  important  that  systematic  rodent  control  should  be  continued. 
In  my  opinion,  survey  work  planned  to  find  out  where  infestations  are 
likely  to  occur,  followed  by  active  and  where  necessary  more  practical 
help,  will  increasingly  form  the  pattern  for  rodent  control. 

Industry  in  the  main  is  being  very  co-operative,  a  number  having 
direct  contracts  with  various  servicing  companies. 

I  should  like  to  thank  Mr  H.  F.  Lewis,  Field  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  his  advice  and  ready  assistance 
in  all  matters  relating  to  infestation  in  the  District. 
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A  number  of  “  Cluster  Fly  ”  and  other  insect  infestations  in 
dwelling  houses  proved  very  difficult  to  treat  effectively.  Considerable 
time  and  effort  was  spent  endeavouring  to  clear  these  premises  of  a 
most  objectionable  nuisance. 


Lydney  Shipping 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year  1966  : — 


Number 

Number 

Number  of  Vessels 

Coastwise 

(Motors) 

Tonnage 

reported 

on  which 

(Sailing) 

to  be 

defects  were 

defective 

remedied 

- — 

622 

23,227 

— 

— 

Traffic  Summary,  1966 


Year 

Vessels 

Inwards 

Vessels 

Outwards 

Timber 

Imported 

Coal 

Exported 

Other 

Cargoes 

1965 

549 

539 

3 1,500  tons 

- — 

1966 

622 

617 

37,821  tons 

— 

— 

Increase 

73 

78 

6,321  tons 

_ 

Decrease 

- 

"  '  ' 

' 

Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
tics  •••  • • *  • • • 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

46 

24 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers*  prem¬ 
ises) 

8 

6 

Total  . 

56 

32 

— 

— 

1 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned 
as  two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


Particulars 

in 

Number 
which  defec 

of  cases 
:ts  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 
cleanliness 
(S.i) 

- 

- 

1 

—  -  - 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

__ 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3) 

-  .  _ 

.  -- 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 

1 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

-  . 

-  ■ 

-  -  ,-1 

- - 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— * 

— 

- — 

■ - 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Other  offences 
against  the 

Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding 
offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

Total  . . . 

I 

1 

1 

■ - 

Register  of  Factories  :  Changes  during  the  year  :  deleted  2. 
Outworkers 

Whitecroft  (Lydney)  Ltd.,  Lydney,  Glos. :  4 
Typrod  Ltd.,  Lydney,  Glos.  :  10 
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Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

Forty-seven  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  storage  of 
Petroleum  Spirit  : — 

Number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1965 .  47 

Number  of  Licences  granted  by  the  Council .  — 

Number  of  Licences  not  renewed  .  1 

Number  of  transfers  .  1 

Summary  :  Filling  Stations  .  18 

Farms  .  8 

Factories  .  9 

Quarries  .  2 

Business  Premises  ...  9  Total  46 


Petroleum  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order,  1929 

One  premises  was  licensed  for  the  keeping  of  carbide  of  calcium. 

The  Storage  of  Fireworks  in  Retail  Shops 

A  leaflet  entitled  “  Fireworks  and  the  Shopkeeper  ”  was  received 
from  the  Home  Office,  which  set  out  the  main  provisions  of  the  law 
relating  to  fireworks  and  gave  advice  on  the  storage  of  fireworks  in 
retail  shops.  Sufficient  copies  of  the  leaflet  were  obtained  and  distributed 
to  each  retailer  of  fireworks  in  the  area. 


Game  Act,  1831 

One  Game  Dealer’s  Licence  was  granted  under  the  above  Act. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Two  licences  authorising  the  keeping  of  boarding  establishments  for 
animals  were  granted.  Periodical  visits  were  made  but  no  action  was 
found  to  be  necessary  in  respect  of  the  maintenance  and  condition  of 
the  premises. 

Fairgrounds 

Visits  were  made  to  the  annual  fairs  held  at  Lydney  and  at  Tutshill 
and  it  was  found  that  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  were 
adequately  provided. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Complaints  :  Fifty-five  complaints  were  received  under  the  above  Act, 
twenty-three  of  these  were  in  respect  of  defective  drainage 
systems.  Other  complaints  received  included  : — 

(a)  Mud  on  the  length  of  road  from  the  County  Secon¬ 
dary  School  for  Girls  to  Crump  Farm,  Lydney. 

(b)  Oil  in  the  Cut,  Lydney. 

(c)  Drowned  sheep  washed  up  on  the  foreshore  of  the 
River  Severn  near  Lydney. 

(d)  Dumping  of  old  vehicles  on  waste  land. 

(e)  Flooding  of  footpaths  at  Lydney  and  Alvington. 

(f)  Surcharge  of  sewer  at  Station  Road  and  Hams  Road, 
Lydney. 
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Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions) 

Act,  1963 

Seasonal  casual  gangs  are  employed  on  a  few  farms  during  the 
blackcurrant  and  potato  harvesting  and  temporary  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  was  provided. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  50 
Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead 

A  notification  was  received  from  the  Police  on  the  31st  January  that 
the  body  of  a  baby  boy  had  been  found  on  the  foreshore  of  the  River 
Severn.  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  above  Act,  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  burial,  which  took  place  at  Lydney  Cemetery 
on  the  2nd  February. 


Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 

(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-six  Land  Searches  were  passed  through 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  observation,  a  number  of  which 
required  identification  and  inspection. 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

One  premises  is  registered  under  the  above  Act. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Sixty-six  premises  were  visited.  Approximately  one  third  of  the 
total  number  registered,  where  no  persons  other  than  members  of  the 
family  are  employed,  are  exempt  under  sections  2  and  3  of  the  Act. 

Six  premises,  which  included  offices,  shops  and  a  cafe,  were  closed 
voluntarily  by  the  owners  during  the  year.  Two  new  premises  were 
registered. 

Shopkeepers,  where  it  was  considered  necessary,  were  advised  to 
approach  the  manufacturer  to  ascertain  that  their  food  slicing  machines 
were  adequately  guarded  and  were  of  material  which  was  easy  to  clean. 

Ventilation  remains  a  problem  at  old  premises,  and  owners  were 
advised  to  install  air  purifiers  or  ozonizers  in  addition  to  other  means 
of  ventilation. 

There  were  no  accidents  reported  during  the  year. 

On  the  4th  March,  1966,  I  attended,  with  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspectors  from  fifteen  authorities,  a  meeting  at  the  Guildhall,  Glou¬ 
cester,  in  connection  with  the  above  Act,  which  had  been  arranged  by 
Mr  N.  F.  Chubb,  H.M.  Deputy  Superintending  Inspector  of  Factories, 
and  Mr  F.  B.  Haygarth,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  Gloucester 
District.  This  meeting  which  was  the  first  of  its  kind  and  in  a  way  an 
exploratory  one,  was  very  useful  and  informative. 
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Smoke  Nuisance 

The  burning  of  waste  and  waste  rubber  on  the  Lydney  Trading 
Estate  has  become  less  of  a  problem,  the  waste  which  was  burnt  on  rare 
occasions  did  not  necessitate  any  action  being  taken  under  Sections  92  - 
99  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  It  must  be  appreciated  that  the 
surplus  rubber  which  was  previously  burnt  on  the  Trading  Estate’s 
refuse  dump,  was  removed  to  other  sites  in  the  District,  but  this  in  my 
opinion  is  only  a  temporary  solution. 

Clean  Air 

Where  oil  fired  boilers  have  been  installed  at  factories  in  place  of 
solid  fuel  boilers,  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
from  the  chimneys  has  been  abated. 

The  emission  of  black  smoke  from  the  chimneys  of  three  factories 
continued  to  cause  a  nuisance,  and  in  my  opinion  will  continue  to  do 
so  at  two  of  the  premises  until  such  time  that  the  existing  boilers  are 
replaced  with  automatic  boilers  and  the  regular  supply  of  approved 
fuel  can  be  maintained. 

The  destructor  and  steam  boiler  at  the  other  factory,  which  was 
specially  designed  for  the  incineration  of  scrap  rubber,  has  not  been 
and  is  not  proving  a  success,  and  the  management  at  various  times  were 
approached  as  to  its  efficiency.  Informal  action  was  taken  by  the  Council 
and  I  trust  that  with  improved  equipment  and  fuel  a  more  favourable 
report  can  be  made  for  the  coming  year. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  in  the  District. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

No  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Act. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960 

No  complaints  were  received. 

Summary  of  Slum  Clearance  since  1955 


Closing  Orders  made  :  .  33 

Properties  improved  and  Orders  terminated .  6 

Converted  to  demolition  Orders  .  6 

(i)  demolished  .  6 

(ii)  still  standing  .  — 

Remaining  closed  .  19 

Used  for  other  purposes  .  1 

Still  occupied  .  1 
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Undertakings  accepted  :  .  43 

(a)  to  do  work .  20 

(i)  work  finished  .  16 

(ii)  not  yet  done  .  4 

(b)  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  .  17 

(c)  demolished  by  owners  .  6 

Demolition  Orders  made  :  .  30 

(i)  reconstructed  .  3 

(ii)  demolished  .  12 

(iii)  still  standing  .  14 

(iv)  used  for  other  purpose  — 

(v)  still  occupied  .  1 

Total  number  dealt  with  :  .  106 

Total  brought  back  into  use  :  .  25 

Number  of  Orders  on  parts  of  dwellings  .  5 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Orders  made  .  2 

Number  of  houses  in  Areas  .  14 

Number  demolished  .  13 

Number  still  standing .  1 

Number  of  houses  demolished  by  owners  where  no 
formal  action  was  taken  .  16 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

H.  I.  Spratt,  m.i.mun.e.,  a.m.t.p.l,  m.r.s.h.,  reports  as  follows: — 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  number  of  properties  connected  to  the  sewer  during  1966  was  69. 

Much  progress  was  made  on  the  Parish  of  Tidenham  Sewerage 
Scheme  which  deals  with  the  Sedbury  and  Tutshill  areas.  Work  was 
up  to  schedule  and  the  completion  of  the  contract  should  be  seen  in  the 
autumn  of  1967,  when  many  of  the  drainage  problems  of  the  past  should 
have  been  solved  in  this  developing  area.  Pressure  was  exerted  on  the 
Contractors  to  complete  the  length  of  sewer  required  to  drain  the 
Wirewoods  Green  Estate,  before  the  expected  completion  of  the  whole 
contract. 

The  Council  instructed  its  Consulting  Engineers  to  proceed  with  the 
design  of  a  new  sewerage  scheme  to  supplement  the  existing  system  at 
Lydney,  and  much  of  the  detailed  preliminary  survey  and  research 
work  has  been  completed.  Allowance  will  be  made  in  the  scheme  for 
the  continuing  expansion  of  the  Town. 

The  infiltration  into  the  sewers  at  Alvington  and  Woolaston  still 
continued  to  give  trouble  and  cause  flooding  of  the  works  during  times 
of  heavy  rain.  This  also  causes  overloading  at  the  works  with  the  result 
that  the  effluent  on  occasions  does  not  comply  with  the  necessary 
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standard.  Works  of  the  same  design  were  installed  at  St  Briavels  and 
regular  analyses  of  the  effluent,  done  by  the  River  Authority,  have 
always  been  well  within  the  required  standard. 

Refuse  Collection 

Since  the  purchase  of  a  modern  35  cubic  yard  refuse  truck,  all  parts 
of  the  District,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small  part  of  one  Parish, 
now  have  a  weekly  collection. 

At  the  refuse  tip  at  East  Marsh,  Lydney,  strict  control  was  kept 
regarding  tipping  and  pests.  Regular  insecticide  spraying  was  carried 
out  during  the  summer  months. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr  H.  I.  Spratt,  reports  as  follows  : — 

There  were  no  Council  houses  completed  during  the  year,  the  number 
of  houses  erected  by  the  Authority  remaining  as  follows  : — 


Parish 

Pre-War 
and  up  to 
1946 

Post-War 

Total 

Alvington  . 

14 

19 

33 

Aylburton  . 

8 

40 

48 

Hewelsfield  ... 

6 

6 

12 

Lydney  . 

259 

320 

579 

St  Briavels 

8 

26 

34 

Tidenham 

50 

176 

226 

Woolaston 

12 

45 

57 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

357 

632 

989 

Six  Council  houses  were  sold  to  sitting  tenants  during  the  year  ; 
this  made  a  total  of  38  houses  which  have  been  sold  to  tenants. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Council  own  twelve  cottages  at  Lydney 
and  six  at  Tutshill. 


Private  Dwellings  completed  during  the  year 

One  hundred  and  nine  private  dwellings  were  built  during  the  year 
bringing  the  number  built  since  the  war  to  949. 


Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Flats 

Alvington  . 

— 

5 

— 

Aylburton 

1 

1 

— 

Hewelsfield  ... 

— 

3 

— 

Lydney 

45 

12 

4 

St  Briavels  . 

— 

3 

— 

Tidenham  . 

2 

3i 

— 

Woolaston 

— 

2 

— 

T ot&l  •  •  •  •••  • » •  ••• 

48 

57 

4 
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Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  thirty-three  Standard  Grants  were  approved  ;  no 
applications  were  received  for  Discretionary  Grants.  The  difference 
between  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants  is  so  small  that  the  extra 
requirements  for  the  former  do  not  appear  to  make  these  worth  applying 
for. 


Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  310  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 
Mains  Water  Supplies 

The  Inspector  took  seven  samples  from  taps  on  the  supply  of  the 
North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  and  three  from  those  on  the 
Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board.  All  were  reported 
on  as  bacteriologically  satisfactory  and  as  containing  suitable  small 
amounts  of  free  chlorine.  No  samples  for  chemical  analysis  were  taken 
as  a  comprehensive  series  was  done  by  the  Board.  Samples  from  a 
spring  serving  a  farm  were  not  satisfactory. 


Aylburton  Village  Water  Supply 

This  is  a  spring  which  supplies  94  properties,  including  3  farms,  2 
licensed  premises,  4  business  premises,  2  factories,  one  church  and  one 
chapel. 

Seven  samples  were  taken  by  the  Inspector  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  except  one  showed  contamination  with 
coliform  bacilli.  A  supply  which  shows  pollution  at  times  cannot  be 
regarded  as  safe. 


Bathurst  Swimming  Pool 

Two  sets  of  samples,  each  consisting  of  a  sample  from  the  shallow 
end  and  one  from  the  deep  end,  were  taken  by  the  Inspector.  These 
were  free  from  coliform  bacilli  and  contained  suitable  small  amounts  of 
free  chlorine. 

This  pool  continues  to  be  used  extensively. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  79 

The  Council  adopted  this  Section  so  that,  if  it  appears  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  that  any  accumulation  of  noxious  matter  ought  to  be 
removed,  he  shall  serve  a  notice  on  the  owner  or  occupier  for  its  removal, 
and  if  it  is  not  removed  within  24  hours,  he  would  be  able  to  have  it 
removed  and  the  expenses  could  be  recovered  by  the  Council. 
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The  Council  have  had  several  cases  in  recent  years  where  this  Section 
would  have  been  useful,  including  one  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  septic  tank  contents  at  Wirewoods  Green. 


Tidenham  Parish  Sewerage 

There  were  complaints  throughout  the  year  of  nuisances  caused  by 
the  sewerage  of  the  Wirewoods  Green  Housing  Estate.  There  had  been 
a  miscalculation  in  allowing  this  Estate  of  75  bungalows  to  be  built 
before  the  main  sewerage  scheme  was  in  operation.  This  matter  took  up 
a  considerable  amount  of  time  of  the  Councillors  and  Officers. 

There  were  also  other  sewerage  difficulties  in  the  Tidenham  Parish 
and  it  was  most  fortunate  that  good  progress  was  made  with  the  main 
sewerage  scheme. 


Lakeside  Estate,  Lydney 

Persistent  complaints  were  received  of  flies,  said  to  have  come  from 
the  East  Marsh  Tip.  Of  course,  if  an  Estate  is  built  near  a  rubbish  tip 
and  it  is  not  always  possible  to  keep  every  corner  of  this  covered,  flies 
must  inevitably  breed.  In  this  case  the  surrounding  coarse,  low  lying 
vegetation  also  acted  as  a  source  of  flies.  Apart  from  being  near  the  tip 
the  Estate  is  also  near  a  factory  and,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  at  the  time  the  Estate  was  planned,  it  must  be  affected 
by  noise  and  fumes. 
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NEWENT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  R.  S.  Chew 
Vice-Chairman  :  P.  Price 

Members  (from  May,  19 66)  :  Councillors  B.  D.  Bodinham,  J.  M. 
Brooks,  W.  J.  Cummins,  F.  Dunn,  R.  P.  Ovington,  W.  E.  Parry, 
J.  M.  Smith,  J.  W.  J.  Thackwell  and  F.  A.  Windsor-Clive. 

Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  :  H.  S. 

JENKINSON,  A.I.A.S.,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Pests  Officer  :  T.  A.  Chetwood 
Statistics 

Population  =  9, 1 90  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1966). 

Area =41,1 1 1  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  3,040. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1966,  was  £17 5 ,527 . 

Product  of  id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1966,  was  £696  12s.  nd. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  i52.  Number  of  Deaths=92. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  60. 

Birth  Rate=i6.5  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.10  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  18.2. 

Death  Rate  =10.0  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  0.94  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  9.4. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


L 

egitima 

te 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

66 

82 

148 

1 

3 

4 

67 

85 

152 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

infants 
under  1  week 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1-4  weeks 

4  wks.-i  year 

47 


Population,  Number  of  Houses,  Mains  Water  Supply  and 
Sewerage 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Prop 
conne< 
Mains  Wa 

erties 
:ted  to 
ter  Supply 

Prop 
with  wat 
conne 

erties 
er  closets 
cted  to 

(i) 

Direct 

(ii) 

Standpipe 

(i) 

Sewer 

(ii) 

Sept.  Tank 

Bromsberrow 

233 

70 

53 

— 

- - 

35 

Corse 

455 

159 

138 

— 

38 

80 

Dymock 

1,180 

400 

340 

1 

7i 

100 

Hartpury 

788 

250 

247 

— 

21 

102 

Kempley 

248 

92 

73 

— 

— 

5i 

Newent 

3,537 

i,i37 

1,123 

14 

673 

191 

Oxenhall 

250 

72 

53 

3i 

Pauntley 

175 

53 

27 

— 

— 

27 

Redmarley 

747 

257 

227 

— 

17 

hi 

Rudford 

241 

85 

68 

— 

49 

Staunton 

377 

133 

123 

— 

— 

88 

Taynton 

436 

153 

126 

— 

■ — 

96 

Tibberton 

318 

IOI 

99 

— . 

— 

54 

Upleadon 

205 

78 

63 

— 

■ — ■ 

49 

Totals  ... 

9,190 

3,040 

2,760 

15 

820 

1,064 

The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  supplied  all  the 
properties  on  the  mains  except  the  following  : — 

Malvern  Urban  District  Council  supplies  all  the  53  properties  served 
at  Bromsberrow,  52  properties  at  Dymock  and  19  at  Redmarley. 
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SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT 

Mr  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows  : — 

Public  Health  Section 
Housing 

Housing  Act,  1957 
Part  II 

Action  under  Sections  16/17. 

(a)  (i)  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

111a  de  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  S 

(ii)  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

(iii)  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted  that 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human 

habitation  until  made  fit  .  3 

(b)  that  works  would  be  done  to  make  the  proper¬ 
ties  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Closing  orders  determined  after  properties  had  been 

made  fit  (Section  27)  2 

Closing  order  on  part  of  a  dwelling  determined  ...  — 

(c)  Unfit  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  or  made  fit 

by  informal  action .  43 

(d)  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  .  — 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 

Summary  of  Slum  Clearance  since  1955 

Closing  Orders  made  .  33 

Properties  improved  and  Orders  terminated .  15 

Converted  to  Demolition  Orders  and  demolished  .  1 

Demolished  by  Owners  without  Demolition  Orders  ...  6 

Remaining  closed  .  11 

Undertakings  accepted  .  39 

(a)  to  do  work .  12 

(i)  work  finished  .  8 

(ii)  not  yet  done  .  4 

(b)  not  to  use  for  human  habitation .  27 

Demolition  Orders  made .  26 

(i)  reconstructed  .  2 

(ii)  demolished .  9 

(iii)  still  standing  .  13 

(iv)  used  for  other  purpose  .  2 

Total  number  dealt  with .  98 

Total  brought  back  into  use  .  25 

Clearance  Area 

Upper  Church  Street  Clearance  Area  :  eight  houses. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author- 

ltlCS  •  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

6 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth- 
lty  ...  ...  ... 

21 

22 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers*  prem¬ 
ises^  ...  ...  ... 

8 

8 

Total  . 

35 

36 

2 

— 

SO 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  . 

- 

_ 

.  -  - 

_ _ _ 

. .  -r 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  ... 

. 

_____ 

- 

.  . 

_____ 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

. 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

This  Department  is  notified  when  shops  or  individuals  suspect  that 
items  of  food  are  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  following  was 
condemned  during  the  year  : — 

Frozen  foods 
Frozen  whole  hen  egg 
Lard  ...  ...  .. 

Steak  ...  ...  . . 

Ice-cream 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  District.  Twenty-six 
premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ;  one  is  for 
soft  ice-cream  and  the  others  are  for  pre-packed  ice-cream. 


60  lbs. 
378  lbs. 
28  lbs. 
6J  lbs. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

No. 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

15 

24 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and 

Provision  Shops 

35 

38 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 
chemists  shops. 

Ice-cream  Vendors 

26 

50 

Registered  under  S.16  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Butchers  Shops 

7 

70 

(This  includes  two  Mobile  Trad¬ 
ers  from  outside  the  District). 
Three  registered  under  S.16 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
(sausage  making,  etc.). 

Fishmongers 

2 

14 

(This  includes  one  Mobile  van). 
There  are  two  fried  fish  shops 
in  Newent 

Bakehouses 

3 

6 

Licensed  Premises 

21 

26 

All  in  good  hygienic  condition. 

Dairies  . 

3 

9 

Registered  under  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1959. 

Wholesale  Premises 
(food  manufacture) 

2 

8 

Egg  Packing  and  Poultry  Dress¬ 
ing  Stations. 

All  the  above  food  premises  comply  with  Regulations  16  and  19  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960,  i.e.  wash-hand  basins 
and  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  are  provided. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Table  A.  Registrations. 


Class  of  Premises 

Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices  •••  ••• 

- 

10 

8 

Retail  Shops  . 

— 

24 

22 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public.  Canteens 

_ 

3 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

■ 

1 

1 

Table  B.  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises  :  82. 


52 


Table  C.  Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 
workplace. 


Class  of  workplace 

Persons 

employed 

Offices 

56 

Retail  Shops  . 

86 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ... 

5 

Canteens 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

4 

**•  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

65 

Female  ... 

86 

TTotal  •  •  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

151 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 

Forty-two  caravan  sites  are  licensed  throughout  the  District  for 
fifty-two  caravans.  There  are  no  large  caravan  sites. 


Water  Supplies 

The  water  from  one  well  was  examined  bacteriologically  and  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 


Meat 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  three  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  :  one  at  Newent,  one 
at  Tibberton  and  one  at  Dymock,  the  last  being  used  only  occasionally. 
All  slaughterhouses  comply  with  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Eight  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the  District. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

327 

— 

7 

i>536 

433 

— 

Number  inspected  . . . 

327 

— 

7 

i>536 

433 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned . 

1 

7 

3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

32 

- 

16 

28 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

9-8 

14.3 

1-5 

7.2 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

— 

. 

-  .  - 

Generalised  and 

.  , 

_ 

. 

— — 

■ . 

. 

totally  condemned 

Meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouse^  1,056  lbs. 

Tuberculosis.  No  carcase  or  part  of  a  carcase  or  organ  was  found  to 
be  affected  with  this  disease. 


Agricultural  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1963 

Ten  visits  were  made  and  no  need  for  action  was  found. 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960 

Two  complaints  were  received  and  investigated,  one  was  a  complaint 
of  noise  caused  by  extractor  fans  installed  in  a  poultry  house  and  the 
other  was  a  complaint  of  noise  from  woodworking  machinery — no 
action  was  indicated  in  either  case. 
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Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Land  Searches  passed  through  the 
Department  for  observation  and  checking. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  two  premises  in  which  poultry  dressing  and  packing  is 
carried  out — both  occupiers  were  written  to  in  respect  of  Code  of 
Practice  for  Poultry  Dressing  and  Packing  but  no  requests  for  inspection 
of  diseased  birds  were  received. 


Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

There  are  ten  producer-retailers  and  ten  distributors  registered  with 
the  Council.  Three  outside  retailers  operate  within  the  District. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  to  which  these  Regulations 
apply. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  pet  shops  in  the  District. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

There  are  two  premises,  one  at  Dymock  and  one  at  Bromsberrow, 
licensed  under  this  Act. 

Game  Act,  1831 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  licensed  under  this  Act. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out  : — 


Type  of  Property 

Inspections 

Treatments 

Local  Authority  : 

Sewage  works  and  Refuse  tips  . 

30 

4 

Dwelling  houses 

(including  Council  houses) 

256 

10 

All  other 

(including  Business  Premises)  . 

60 

2 

T' •  •  •  •••  « « »  •  •  •  •  * • 

346 

16 

Agriculture  . 

20 

4 
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Details  of  work  carried  out  on  Sewers  and  Refuse  Tips  : — 


Sewers  and  Works 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Cleeve  Lane  Sewage  Works  . 

Inspection 

Clear 

Cadbury’s  Sewage  Works  . 

Inspection 

Clear 

Newent  Town  Sewers 

Test  Baited 

Clear 

Dymock  Sewerage  System 

Test  Baited 

Clear 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  . 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Hooks  Lane 

Treatments 

Clear 

Dymock 

Treatments 

Clear 

When  the  Council  carries  out  treatments  at  private  dwellings  or 
business  premises  at  the  request  of  the  owner/occupier,  charges  are 
made  to  cover  the  full  cost  of  treatment,  except  in  the  case  of  old  age 
pensioners. 

The  Council  have  no  arrangements  to  carry  out  disinfestation  by 
contract. 

One  of  the  Council’s  employees  undertakes  part-time  duty  in  rodent 
control  ;  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  work  was  carried  out  by 
an  untrained  operative.  Immediately  after  attending  a  course  of  instruc¬ 
tion  this  man  resigned  and  the  Council  was  again  using  untrained 
labour. 


Surveyor’s  Section 

Improvement  Grants 

Discretionary  Grants  for  conversion  or  improvement  of  housing 
accommodation. 

Applications  approved  : 

Conversions  .  2 

Improvements . 12 

Standard  Grants  for  improvement  of  dwellings  : 

Applications  approved  .  39 

Grants  paid  after  completion  of  work  ...  41 

Number  of  amenities  provided  :  baths  38,  wash-hand  basins  39, 
hot  water  systems  40,  water  closets  39  and  food  stores  34. 

Refuse  Collection 

Collection  periods  are  unchanged  ;  weekly  in  Newent  Town  and 
fortnightly  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  District. 

A  new  depot  was  constructed  on  the  site  of  the  Old  Cleeve  Lane 
Sewage  Disposal  Works.  This  provided  for  the  garaging  of  vehicles, 
space  [for  paper  baling,  a  mess  room  and  lock-up  storage  for  building 
materials. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Newent 

The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Cleeve  Lane,  which  were  put 
into  operation  during  1965,  have  worked  very  satisfactorily.  A  number 
of  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  to  serve  private  and  Council 
housing  estates  were  made.  Considerable  further  private  development 
is  in  the  planning  stage  and  in  respect  of  Gloucester  Road — Bury  Bar 
area,  this  will  involve  a  new  outfall  sewer. 


Dymock 

A  new  housing  estate  was  connected  to  the  works,  but  the  total  flow 
is  well  within  design  capacity. 

Proposed  Sewerage  Schemes 

(a)  Bromsberrow  Heath 

(b)  Tibberton 

Both  the  above  schemes  have  been  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  and  Tenders  for  (a)  will  be  received 
by  March,  1967,  and  (b)  September,  1967. 


Eastern  Area 

Preliminary  proposals  for  a  scheme  covering  parts  of  Redmarley, 
Corse,  Staunton  and  Hartpury  have  been  prepared.  This  will  include 
the  areas  drained  by  the  existing  Prince  Crescent  Sewage  Disposal 
Works,  which  are  overloaded,  also  Hartpury  (Corsend)  Works  and  a 
number  of  small  private  works  serving  groups  of  Council  houses. 

An  enquiry  or  investigation  into  the  scheme  is  to  be  held  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 


Upleadon 

During  the  year  the  Council  considered  and  approved  a  preliminary 
report  on  the  need  for  sewering  this  area. 


Public  Conveniences 

The  position  is  unchanged,  i.e.  two  at  Newent  and  one  at  Dymock. 


Petroleum  Storage 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

Fifty-one  licences  for  bulk  storage  were  issued.  At  seven  of  the 
fourteen  premises  where  petroleum  was  for  re-sale,  23  tanks  were 
tested  at  the  end  of  five  yearly  intervals  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Petroleum  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order,  1929 

No  licences  issued. 
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Street  Cleansing 

The  County  Council,  as  Highway  Authority,  is  responsible  for 
sweeping  roads  and  the  District  Council  for  providing  and  emptying 
litter  bins. 

New  and  additional  litter  bins  were  provided  in  Newent. 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Twelve  dealers  were  registered  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  no 
new  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows  on  the  number  of  houses 
completed  : — 


Council  Houses 

The  following  new  houses  were  erected  : 

Knights  Way,  Newent  :  24.  The  Crypt,  Dymock  :  21. 

Site  works  for  a  scheme  of  old  persons  dwellings  with  Warden  and 
communal  accommodation  were  commenced  at  Church  Street,  Newent. 


Parish 

1966 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1966 

Total 

Bromsberrow  ... 

— 

6 

4 

10 

Corse . 

— 

6 

20 

26 

Dymock 

21 

16 

50 

66 

Hartpury 

— 

10 

11 

21 

Kempley 

— 

4 

12 

16 

Newent 

24 

54 

182 

236 

Oxenhall 

6 

6 

Pauntley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Redmarley 

— 

8 

16 

24 

Rudford 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Staunton 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Taynton 

— . 

8 

7 

15 

Tibberton 

— 

2 

4 

6 

Upleadon 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Total 

45 

126 

328 

454 

Improvements  to  Council  Houses 

Improvements  and  alterations  to  a  total  of  28  Council  houses  were 
carried  out  which  included  14  alterations  to  provide  internal  water 
closets,  14  coal  bunkers,  the  plastering  of  24  kitchens  and  the  tiling  of 
28  floors  in  kitchens. 
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Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  176  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Private  Houses 

Seventy-one  private  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  making  a 
total  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  during  the  post-war  period. 
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WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  W.  G.  Morgan 

Members  (from  May,  19 66)  :  Councillors  Miss  J.  E.  Davies,  Mrs  M. 
I.  C.  Tandy,  F.  R.  Davies,  W.  F.  Gwilliam,  S.  W.  Hatton,  A.  W. 
Price,  F.  D.  Smith,  P.  L.  Thomas  and  D.  Williams. 

Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  :  W.  T.  Bebb,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  J.  Buchan,  cert.  r.  san.  assoc. 

SCOTLAND 

Assistant  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector  :  E.  T.  Nelmes 

Statistics 

Population  =17,620  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1966). 

Area =24, 1 40  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  5,994. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1966,  was  £371,108. 

Product  of  id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  19 66,  was  £1,459. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  3i2.  Number  of  Deaths=230. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  82. 

Birth  Rate  =  i7«7  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  18.4 

Death  Rate  =  13.1  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  1.00  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  13.1. 

Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimat 

.e 

Ill 

egitima 

te 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

142 

148 

290 

17 

5 

22 

159 

153 

312 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

under  1  wk. 

7 

— 

7 

1 

— 

1 

8 

— 

8 

1-4  weeks 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4  wks.-i  yr. 

1 

1 

“ 

1 

1 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Properties  c 
Mains  Wa 

(i) 

Direct 

onnected  to 
ter  Supply 

(ii) 

Standpipe* 

West  Dean  R.D 

Coleford 

3,590 

1,098 

1,088 

3 

English  Bicknor 

450 

140 

136 

1 

Lydbrook  Parish 

2,350 

786 

762 

7 

Newland  Parish 

940 

341 

316 

4 

Staunton 

190 

70 

68 

West  Dean  Parish 

Berry  Hill 

1,709 

554 

527 

— 

Bream 

2,302 

803 

774 

— 

Broadwell 

1,538 

523 

514 

— 

Ellwood 

555 

178 

164 

— 

Milkwall 

810 

257 

254 

— 

Parkend 

650 

211 

210 

— 

Pillowell 

447 

156 

145 

2 

Viney  Hill 

397 

131 

123 

— 

Whitecroft 

555 

196 

191 

— 

Yorkley 

i,i37 

412 

404 

2 

Total  W.D.  Parish 

10,100 

3,421 

3,306 

4 

Total  West  Dean 
Rural  District 

17,620 

5,856 

5,676 

19 

*  Includes  properties  with  an  outside  tap. 

Mr  E.  T.  Nelmes  supplied  me  with  the  number  of  dwellings  and  the 
properties  connected  to  the  mains  water  supply  for  the  above  table. 
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Caravans 


Parish 

Number  of  Caravans 

Licensed 

Exempted 

from 

Licensing 

Connectec 

Water 

(i) 

Direct 

to  Mains 
Supply 

(ii) 

Standpipe 

West  Dean  R.D. 

Coleford 

39 

— 

33 

6 

English  Bicknor 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Lydbrook  Parish 

6 

1 

3 

3 

Newland  Parish 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Staunton 

1 

— 

1 

West  Dean  Parish 

Berry  Hill 

18 

2 

15 

2 

Bream 

7 

— 

6 

1 

Broadwell 

4 

2 

3 

1 

Ellwood 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Milkwall 

40 

— 

38 

2 

Parkend 

1 

— 

Pillowell 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Viney  Hill 

7 

— 

4 

3 

Whitecroft 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yorkley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  W.D.  Parish 

78 

5 

68 

9 

Total  West  Dean 

Rural  District 

132 

6 

112 

19 

Mr  Nelmes  was  responsible  for  this  table. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr  W.  T.  Bebb  reports  as  follows  : — 

Housing 

Housing  Act,  1957 

(a)  Action  under  Section  16/17. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  .  5 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  substituted  after  violation  of  undertaking  2 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 
were  accepted  that 

(a)  the  houses  would  cease  to  be  used  for  human 

habitation  .  Nil 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction  of 

the  Local  Authority  .  Nil 
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(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  were  made  in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  ...  6 

(v)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  substituted  after  violation  of  undertaking  ...  2 

(vi)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 

takings  were  cancelled  after  necessary  work  had  been 
completed  and  houses  made  fit  .  Nil 

(b)  Action  under  Section  18. 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  on  parts  of  dwellings  Nil 

(c)  Action  under  Section  24 

Number  of  demolition  orders  revoked  after  properties 
had  been  made  fit  .  7 

(d)  Action  under  Section  27. 

Number  of  closing  orders  determined  after  properties 
had  been  made  fit  .  6 

(e)  Action  under  Section  28. 

Number  of  closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition 
orders  substituted  .  6 

(f)  Action  under  Part  III  (Clearance  and  Re-development)  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1957 .  Nil 


Housing  Act,  1961 

(a)  Action  under  Section  26. 

Number  of  demolition  orders  (made  under  Section  17 
of  the  Principal  Act)  determined  and  closing  orders 
substituted  .  1 


Demolition  of  Condemned  Properties 

Seventeen  houses  were  completely  demolished  during  the  year  and 
many  others  were  in  the  process  of  being  demolished  when  the  year 
ended.  Unfortunately  many  owners  when  carrying  out  demolition 
work  leave  the  site  in  rather  an  untidy  state  and  often  leave  some  of  the 
walls  standing  to  a  height  of  a  yard  or  so  above  ground  level.  Legal 
action  under  the  Housing  Act,  at  this  point  becomes  difficult  if  not 
impossible,  but  it  is  always  hoped  that  owners  might  be  persuaded  to 
complete  the  work.  Accordingly  the  properties  remain  on  the  register 
as  cottages  which  have  not  been  demolished. 

No  houses  were  demolished  in  default  of  action  by  the  owner. 


Housing  Programmes 

Summary  of  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  1957  and 
1961,  since  the  commencement  of  the  first  Slum  Clearance  Programme 
on  the  3rd  November,  1955  : 

Dealt  with 

1.  Subject  to  demolition  orders  .  234 
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2.  Subject  to  closing  orders .  91 

3.  Subject  to  undertakings 

(a)  to  repair  .  20 

(b)  not  to  use  .  12 

4.  In  clearance  areas  5 

5.  By  certificate  of  M.O.H.  (Council  owned)  .  8 

6.  By  agreement  (Crown  owned)  .  5 

7.  In  programme  but  dealt  with  unofficially  .  36 

Total .  41 1 

Renovated 

8.  Demolition  orders  revoked  after  properties  were  made  fit  23 

9.  Closing  orders  determined  after  properties  made  fit  ...  14 

10.  Undertakings  cancelled  after  properties  made  fit  ...  25 

11.  In  programme  but  made  fit  without  formal  action  ...  31 

Total .  93 

Demolished 

12.  Demolished  since  1955  (but  not  necessarily  condemned 

since  that  date)  .  247 

Still  Standing 

13.  Properties  still  standing  (not  necessarily  condemned 
since  1955) 

(i)  Subject  to  demolition  orders  .  121 

(ii)  Subject  to  closing  orders  .  64 

(iii)  Subject  to  undertakings 

(a)  to  repair  9 

(b)  not  to  use  14 

Total .  208 

Improvement  Grants 

The  number  of  enquiries  for  Standard  Grants  showed  a  slight 
decrease  over  the  previous  year,  sixty-two  having  been  received  in  1966 
and  seventy-five  in  1965. 

In  all  except  two  of  these  instances  additional  repair  work  was 
requested  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  although  in  a  number  of 
cases  the  extent  of  the  work  was  relatively  minor. 

Work  on  the  improvement  of  dwellings  with  the  aid  of  Standard 
Grants  was  satisfactorily  completed  in  forty-one  cases  during  the  year. 
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Water  Supply 


Main  Supply 

As  regular  routine  sampling  of  main  supplies  was  carried  out  by 
officials  of  the  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  and  the 
results  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  only  thirteen  samples, 
taken  mainly  as  an  additional  check,  were  sent  for  examination  to  the 
Newport  Public  Health  Laboratory  during  the  course  of  the  year.  These 
included  samples  from  the  sources  at  Lydbrook  and  Redbrook  in 
addition  to  those  taken  at  various  points  on  the  Public  Mains. 

Public  Wells 

The  modernisation  of  older  properties  and  the  condemnation  of 
sub-standard  dwellings  has  resulted  in  the  almost  complete  elimination 
of  cottages  dependent  on  public  wells  for  their  supply  of  domestic 
water. 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Register  of  Dairies 

The  number  of  registered  dairies  remained  at  four.  These  do  not, 
of  course,  include  dairies  situated  at  dairy  farms,  which  are  registered 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


Register  of  Milk  Distributors 

Number  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  1966  ...  13 

Removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  .  1 

Added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  .  1 

Total  number  of  registered  distributors  .  13 

Milk  is  also  sold  by  six  distributors  having  premises  outside  the 
District,  the  premises  being  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  in  whose 
area  they  are  situated. 

Twelve  dairy  farms  also  retail  milk  in  the  District. 

Intensive  sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council’s 
Sampling  Officers  and  the  results  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  consequently  no  routine  milk  samples  were  taken  by  this 
Department  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


Ice-cream 

Register  of  Ice-cream  Premises 

Number  on  Register  at  the  beginning  of  1966  .  88 

Removed  from  Register  during  the  year  .  3 

Added  to  Register  during  the  year  .  5 

Number  of  registered  premises  at  end  of  the  year  ...  90 

There  is  only  one  ice-cream  manufacturer  in  the  District,  the  “  cold- 
mix  ”  method  being  used. 

No  ice-cream  samples  were  taken  because  of  the  difficulty  in  main¬ 
taining  a  sufficiently  low  temperature  during  transit  to  the  laboratory. 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 

The  following  is  a  brief  analysis  of  the  food  premises  in  the  District : 


Category 

Number 

Number  fitted 
to  comply  with 
Regulation  16* 

Number  fitted 
to  comply  with 
Regulation  19  f 

Bakers  . 

5 

5 

5 

Butchers  . 

18 

18 

18 

Caterers  . 

26 

26 

26 

Chemists 

3 

3 

2 

Fish  and  Chip  Fryers  . . . 

5 

5 

5 

Fishmongers  . 

1 

1 

1 

General  Shopkeepers  ... 

78 

78 

76 

Grocers  ... 

28 

28 

28 

Sweet  Shopkeepers 

9 

9 

8  ‘ 

Totals  . 

173 

173 

169 

^Regulation  16  relates  to  the  provision  of  personal  washing  facilities, 
and  f  Regulation  19  to  the  provision  of  facilities  for  washing  equipment 
and  food.  All  the  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  are  fitted  to 
comply  with  it. 


Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 

Regulations,  1966 

These  Regulations,  which  lay  down  requirements  as  to  food  hygiene 
in  respect  of  markets,  stalls  and  delivery  vehicles,  came  into  operation 
on  1st  January,  1967. 

A  preliminary  survey  of  all  mobile  shops  and  delivery  vans  operating 
in  the  District  was  carried  out  and  it  was  found  that  the  majority  of  the 
vehicles  which  will  be  required  to  carry  hand-washing  equipment  did 
not  then  do  so. 

Fifty-one  mobile  shops  and  seventeen  delivery  vans  are  known  to 
operate  in  the  District,  and  eleven  of  the  mobile  shops  are  operated 
by  five  firms  from  premises  outside  the  District. 

Many  of  the  mobile  shops  are  also  used,  of  course,  for  delivering 
orders  in  cases  where  they  operate  from  shop  premises.  None  of  the 
vehicles  used  only  as  delivery  vans  carry  washing  facilities. 

Of  the  fifty-one  mobile  shops,  twenty-one  are  known  to  carry  washing 
facilities  but  as  individual  inspections  of  all  vehicles  have  not  yet  been 
undertaken,  this  total  may  be  higher  than  stated.  Hand-washing 
equipment  on  most  mobile  shops  consists  of  small  hot  water  tanks  with 
wash-bowl  attached  below. 

It  would  also  appear  that  less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  vehicles  bear 
the  owner’s  name  and  address,  although  the  practice  of  displaying  the 
name  is  more  common  in  the  case  of  mobile  shops  than  delivery  vans. 
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Meat  and  other  Food  Inspection 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected  at  various  premises  in  the 
District  and  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


23  lbs.  Chuck  Steak  . 

One  Pig’s  Head  . 

17  lbs.  Shoulder  Pork  . 

14  lbs.  Chuck  Steak . 

2  x  8  lbs.  Cans  Cooked  Pork  Shoulder 
1x3  lbs.  Can  Corned  Beef . 

1x6  lbs.  Can  Corned  Beef . 

1  X 12  oz.  Can  Corned  Beef . 

1  X  7  oz.  Can  Corned  Beef  . 

1  X  12  oz.  Can  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 


Decomposition 
Tuberculosis 
Decomposition 
Decomposition 
Decomposition 
Decomposition 
(damaged  can) 
Decomposition 
Decomposition 
(damaged  can) 
Decomposition 
(damaged  can) 
Decomposition 


Only  three  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public 
regarding  unsatisfactory  foodstuffs  : — 


1.  A  bottle  of  milk  with  algae  adhering  to  the  interior  surface.  This 
matter  was  taken  up  with  the  manager  of  the  dairy  involved  but  no 
explanation  could  be  offered.  Occasionally  very  dirty  bottles  may 
not  be  entirely  cleansed  by  mechanical  means,  but,  in  view  of  the 
tremendous  number  in  everyday  use,  surprisingly  few  complaints 
are  received. 


2.  A  bottle  of  lemonade  with  mould  growth  on  inside.  This  bottle  of 
lemonade,  bottled  at  a  Newport  firm’s  premises,  contained  a  dark 
substance  on  the  interior  surface.  The  bottle  was  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  for  examination  when  it  was  found  that  the 
foreign  matter  was  a  mould  growth,  probably  due  to  imperfect 
bottle  washing.  Investigations  were  carried  out  by  the  Newport 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  manager  of  the  firm  concerned 
gave  an  assurance  that  steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  this  complaint. 

3.  A  can  of  cooked  meat  containing  a  piece  of  metal.  This  can, 
purchased  at  a  local  grocer’s,  was  found  to  contain  a  small  piece  of 
metal  which  had  proably  become  detached  from  the  production 
machinery  during  canning. 

As  the  meat  was  canned  in  the  United  States  no  action  was 
considered  to  be  reasonably  practicable  ;  the  housewife,  who 
made  the  complaint,  was  reimbursed  by  the  shop-keeper. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  assume  that  the  problem  of  foreign  bodies 
finding  their  way  into  foodstuffs  is  negligible  despite  the  above  figures. 
Frequently  one  learns  of  instances  similar  to  the  foregoing  which  have 
not  been  reported  to  the  local  authority  for  investigation.  The  reasons 
for  this  are  difficult  to  appreciate  but  they  would  appear  to  be  (a) 
reluctance  to  become  involved,  and  (b)  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  the 
Public  Health  Department  is  interested  in  these  cases. 
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Few  instances  of  unsound  food  being  sold  to  the  public  arise  as  the 
majority  of  shopkeepers  discard  all  damaged  cans  of  food  and  other 
foods  which  have  become  unfit  for  consumption  and  recover  the  cost 
from  their  suppliers.  In  the  case  of  foreign  bodies  in  foodstuffs,  however, 
this  cannot  always  be  done,  as  in  most  instances,  the  offending  object 
does  not  come  to  light  until  the  food  is  being  eaten  or  prepared. 

The  majority  of  food-manufacturing  companies  exercise  great  care 
in  the  preparation  of  their  products,  but  occasionally,  due  to  circum¬ 
stances  beyond  their  control,  such  as  the  negligence  of  employees, 
foreign  objects  find  their  way  into  the  foodstuffs. 

When  these  matters  have  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  firms 
involved  they  have  expressed  their  concern  and  have  been  most  zealous 
in  their  efforts  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  incident. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  and  no  post¬ 
mortem  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  1961 

A  large  number  of  complaints  are  received  each  year  from  all  parts  of 
the  District  regarding  various  subjects,  including  many  which  refer  to 
nuisances  caused  by  septic  tanks. 

Fortunately  not  all  areas  are  prone  to  these  drainage  difficulties,  but 
in  some,  such  as  parts  of  Bream  and  Milkwall  where  there  are  deep, 
extensive  beds  of  clay  lying  close  to  the  surface,  these  problems  fre¬ 
quently  arise. 

At  one  large  Club  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  disposing  of 
the  considerable  quantity  of  sewage  and  waste  water  in  ground  which 
was  restricted  in  size  and  waterlogged  for  a  large  part  of  the  year.  This 
particular  problem  was  eventually  solved  by  drilling  a  borehole  through 
the  clay  bed  into  a  more  favourable  stratum. 

It  has  been  found  that  recourse  to  formal  action  is  seldom  necessary 
for  the  abatement  of  statutory  nuisances,  particularly  where  septic 
tanks  are  involved  as  the  owners  are,  in  most  cases,  anxious  to  take 
advice  on  methods  of  remedying  the  problem. 

The  difficulties  in  the  troublesome  areas  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  overcome 
when  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Southern  Area  comes  into 
operation  within  the  next  few  years. 

Occasionally  complaints  are  received  from  tenants  of  privately-owned 
houses  regarding  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  repair  of  the  properties, 
but  it  has  been  found,  on  investigation,  that  in  most  cases  the  condition 
of  the  property  is  such  that  action  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the 
Housing  Act  is  the  most  satisfactory  solution,  particularly  as  most  of 
the  tenants  involved  are  applicants  for  Local  Authority  houses. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


Section  8 

Factory  premises  registered  at  the  commencement  of  1966  ...  68 

Premises  added  to  Register  during  the  year  .  3 

Premises  removed  from  Register  during  the  year  .  4 

Number  of  registered  factory  premises  at  the  end  of  1966  ...  67 


Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
i3  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author- 
lties  •••  ••• 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

67 

28 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

Total 

67 

28 

3 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


i 

Number  of  cases 
n  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— . 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  . 

-  - 

— 

- 

_____ 

_ 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S. 4)  ... 

— » 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6) 

- 

- 

_____ 

Sanitary  Conven- 
veniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

.  . 

, 

.  -  - 

. 

.  - 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

3 

3 

— — 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

1 

1 

Total . 

4 

4 

— . 

2 

• — 

Section  133 

A  total  of  1 15  persons  was  listed  as  outworkers  by  a  local  metal- 
fastener  manufacturer. 
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General 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 


Details  from  Register  of  Site  Licences  : — 

Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1965 .  85 

Removed  from  Register  because  of  expiry  of  licence  at  end  of  year  22 

On  Register  at  commencement  of  1966  .  63 

Registered  (including  renewals)  during  1966  .  16 

Expired  during  1966  .  Nil 

On  Register  at  the  end  of  1966  .  79 

These  are  comprised  as  follows  : — 

Holiday  Sites  .  1 


Residential  Sites  .  78 

The  seventy-eight  residential  site  licences  authorise  the  stationing 
of  152  caravans. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  of  caravans  known  to  be  occupied 
stood  at  132.  This  last  figure  does  not  include  six  caravans  which  are 
exempt  from  the  licensing  requirements  of  the  Act.  Neither  does  it 
take  into  account  three  caravans  illegally  occupied. 

The  large  holiday  site  owned  and  operated  by  the  Forestry  Commis¬ 
sion  is  extensively  used  during  the  summer  months.  It  is  very  well 
conducted  and  is  so  popular  that  it  has  become  necessary  to  allocate 
further  land,  which  will  accommodate  200  -  300  tents  and  caravans,  as 
an  overflow  site. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949-1954 

The  contract  with  the  firm  of  private  pest  control  specialists  was  again 
renewed  as  they  had  given  reasonably  adequate  service  during  the 
previous  twelve  months.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  service  given  is 
no  substitute  for  that  which  can  be  offered  by  an  operator  employed 
directly  by  the  Local  Authority.  A  man  whose  duties  are  divided 
between  several  authorities  and  many  private  contracts  cannot  possibly 
give  the  attention  so  often  necessary  and  expected  when  infestations  by 
rats  are  involved. 

The  bi-annual  maintenance  control  of  the  Coleford  old  culvert  system 
and  the  Lydbrook  culvert  and  stream  was  again  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  the  procedure  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

The  new  sewers  at  Coleford,  Berry  Hill,  Coalway,  Broadwell  and 
Lydbrook  were  test  baited  with  negative  results. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  rest  of  the  year’s  work  : — 


Type  of  Premises 

Number  of 

Type  of  Infestation 

Treated 

Premises  Treated 

Rats 

Mice 

Agricultural . 

•  •  • 

— . 

— 

Business  . 

10 

10 

— 

Domestic  . 

159 

157 

2 

Local  Authority 

9 

9 

— 

Total  . 

00  1 
r- 

M  | 

176 

2 
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Petroleum  Spirit  and  Calcium  Carbide 

Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit  ...  53 

Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  calcium  carbide  ...  1 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

One  licence  to  slaughter  animals  was  issued  during  the  year. 


Game  Act,  1831 

No  dealer’s  licence  under  this  Act  was  issued  during  the  year. 


Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

Enquiries  were  regularly  received  and  answered,  relating  to  Official 
Searches. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  licence  was  issued  during  the  year  to  use  premises  in  Coleford 
as  a  Pet  Shop. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

One  licence,  subject  to  conditions,  was  issued  to  applicants  at  Joyford 
to  keep  boarding  kennels  for  dogs. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Very  few  complaints  are  received  regarding  the  emission  of  dark 
smoke  from  industrial  premises,  as  is  to  be  expected  in  a  Rural  District. 

Several  of  the  factories  in  the  District  are  equipped  with  oil-fired 
boilers  which  operate  without  nuisance  and  the  solid  fuel  boilers  in 
the  other  premises  are  run  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

The  complaints  which  are  received  usually  relate  to  local  nuisances 
caused  by  burning  accumulations  of  industrial  and  trade  waste,  and 
these  problems  are  normally  dealt  with  informally. 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  noise  nuisance  during  the 
year. 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

A  register  of  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  is  maintained  by  the  Department 
and  at  present  ten  dealers  are  registered. 

No  inspections  are  required  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Council’s 
Officers. 


72 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Eleven  premises  received  a  general  inspection  during  the  year  and 
none  was  found  to  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  In  many 
instances  the  defects  were  of  a  minor  nature  and  in  only  a  few  cases  were 
structural  alterations  deemed  necessary. 

The  following  is  a  brief  analysis  of  the  defects  found  : — 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  .  2 

Lack  of  door  fastenings  in  sanitary  accommodation  .  3 

Inadequate  washing  facilities  .  1 

Lack  of  hot  water  supply .  3 

Lack  of  drinking  water  supply  .  1 

Inadequate  ventilation  of  washroom  and  sanitary  accommodation  7 

Lack  of  intervening  ventilated  space  .  1 

Lack  of  thermometer  .  5 

Inadequate  first-aid  requisites  .  3 

Defective  floors,  passages  and  stairs  .  5 

No  complaints  have  been  received  from  employees  during  the  year 
and  no  notification  of  accidents  has  been  received  from  employers. 

In  fact,  since  the  Act  came  into  operation,  no  accidents  have  been 
reported  to  the  Local  Authority,  although  the  employers’  obligations 
in  this  respect  have  been  pointed  out  to  them  during  inspections.  It  is, 
of  course,  possible  that  no  notifiable  accidents  have  occurred  during 
this  period  but  it  is  felt  that  employers  are  not  likely  to  be  co-operative 
in  this  particular  aspect  if  the  accident  is  of  a  relatively  minor  nature. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Council’s  refuse  collection  service  is  organised  to  be  carried  out 
by  three  vehicles,  each  manned  by  two  men — a  driver/loader  and  a 
loader.  One  of  the  loaders  is  also  able  to  drive  and  a  spare  man,  normally 
employed  by  the  Engineer  and  the  Surveyor,  but  upon  whom  the  service 
has  a  priority  call,  is  available  during  periods  of  sickness,  holidays  or 
other  absences. 

The  vehicles  were  until  recently  of  the  side  loader  type,  but  two  of 
these  have  now  been  replaced  by  e  Fore  and  Aft  ’  tippers  (the  second 
during  this  year)  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  third  will  be  replaced  during 
the  next  financial  year. 

All  refuse  is  collected  from  the  kerbside,  and  apart  from  a  few  small 
areas  and  isolated  cottages  not  served  by  roads  this  is  done  weekly 
throughout  the  District. 

The  Council  do  not  operate  a  bin  scheme  and  have  not  as  yet  carried 
out  any  drive  to  ensure  that  all  premises  are  provided  with  a  standard 
type  dust  bin.Accordingly  a  multiplicity  of  different  containers  can  be 
found  littering  the  kerbside  in  any  area  on  the  day  when  collection  is 
due. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  in  a  large  isolated  quarry  with  three  faces 
approximately  120  ft.  in  height  and  the  entrance  on  the  fourth  side, 
approximately  half  way  up  the  quarry  face. 

A  road  was  made  originally  almost  to  the  bottom  of  the  quarry  and 
tipping  has  thereafter  proceeded  in  layers.  The  refuse  is  burned  as  it  is 
tipped.  This,  because  of  the  position  of  the  quarry,  can  be  carried  out 
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without  nuisance  to  anyone.  It  eliminates  the  ever  present  danger  of 
internal  combustion  rendering  the  tip  useless  where  refuse  is  disposed 
of  in  layers  to  the  height  which  it  will  eventually  reach  in  this  quarry. 
It  also  has  the  added  advantages  of  controlling  flies  to  such  an  extent 
that  no  special  treatment  is  ever  necessary,  and  of  keeping  the  rat 
population  within  easily  controllable  limits. 

No  one  is  employed  on  the  tip,  the  lorry  crews  themselves  doing  all 
the  necessary  work  and  doing  it  very  well. 

No  complaints  were  received  connected  with  disposal  and  only  two 
connected  with  collection. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry-dressing  establishments  in  the  District. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  conditions  on  agricultural 
units  and  no  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  encountered. 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

H.  Parks,  b.e.m.,  c.eng.,  m.i.mun.e.,  m.inst.p.h.e.,  m.inst.h.e., 
reports  as  follows  : — 


Housing 

(a)  Maintenance 

During  1966,  28  houses  at  Yorkley  Slade  were  completely  renovated 
and  re-painted,  together  with  eight  at  Parkend. 

Ten  more  houses  at  Tufthorn  Avenue,  Coleford,  had  the  kitchens, 
bathrooms  and  lobbies  plastered  in  place  of  the  painted  brickwork. 

Road  maintenance  work  was  carried  out  at  Camomile  Green,  Lyd- 
brook,  on  a  road  which  remains  the  responsibility  of  this  Council  ; 
it  was  completely  resurfaced  with  asphalt. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  in  the  electrical  re-wiring  and 
maintenance  of  many  of  the  older  pre-war  Council  houses,  and  the 
work  and  expense  commitment  here  is  now  growing  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  Council  is  investigating  the  possibility  of  an  annual  electrical 
maintenance  contract  for  the  purpose. 

Two  dwellings  at  Whitecroft  were  completely  re-roofed. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  a  freak  storm  with  high  wind  velocity 
caused  damage  to  roofs  of  four  dwelling  houses  at  Broadwell,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  carry  out  “  First  Aid  ”  repairs  prior  to  permanent  repairs 
being  undertaken. 
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(b)  Modernisation  of  Council  Dwellings 

During  the  year  the  contracts  for  the  modernisation  of  eight  dwellings 
at  Edge  End  and  four  dwellings  at  Broom  Hill  were  completed,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  houses  were  completely  repaired  and  re-painted. 

Progress  continues  in  the  modernisation  of  the  42  dwellings  at  Bream, 
but  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  still  an  appreciable  amount  of  work 
to  be  done. 

Schemes  have  been  prepared  for  the  modernisation  of  30  dwellings 
at  Park  Hill,  Whitecroft,  so  that  an  early  start  can  be  made  in  their 
modernisation  in  the  ensuing  year. 

There  remained  4 66  pre-war  Council  houses  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
progress  in  this  is  necessarily  slow,  due  to  many  other  commitments  and 
the  limited  number  of  my  staff. 


(c)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  on  Council  Housing 

Estates 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  entailed  in  the  maintenance 
of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  at  the  various  Council  housing 
estates  throughout  the  District. 

At  Bream,  a  new  gear  box  had  to  be  fitted  to  the  sludge  pumps  at  the 
Pastors  Hill  Works,  a  new  pump  connecting  rod  and  renovation  had  to 
be  done  on  the  sludge  pumps  at  the  Bowson  Road  Works  and  the  filter 
bed  material  at  the  Lydney  Road  Works  had  to  be  renewed. 

Inspections  for  insurance  purposes  are  regularly  made  at  all  the  Works 
with  mechanical  equipment  and  eight  reports  of  satisfactory  mainten¬ 
ance  were  furnished  by  the  Insurance  Company  as  a  result  of  these 
inspections. 

During  the  course  of  modernisation  of  the  four  dwellings  at  Broom 
Hill,  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  the 
effluent  from  the  combined  septic  tank.  It  was,  however,  possible  to 
resolve  this  difficulty  by  drilling  a  borehole  through  the  top  30  feet  of 
clay  to  penetrate  into  a  pervious  stratum. 

Samples  of  effluent  were  taken  regularly  throughout  the  year  by  the 
Wye  and  Severn  River  Authorities,  and  of  the  total  of  12  samples,  six 
were  satisfactory,  one  was  border  line  and  the  remainder  unsatisfactory. 

Of  the  unsatisfactory  samples,  the  worst  one  was  at  the  Bream 
(Lydney  Road)  Works,  but  after  the  filtering  media  was  renewed  and 
other  remedial  works  were  undertaken,  this  was  satisfactory. 

One  of  the  other  unsatisfactory  samples  was  at  English  Bicknor  where 
the  Works  were  overloaded,  and  it  is  the  Council’s  intention,  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  to  lay  public  sewers  in  this  Village  to  connect 
to  the  Lydbrook  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and  thus  be  able  to  dispense 
with  this  Housing  Estate  Works. 

Of  the  remaining  unsatisfactory  samples,  two  of  these  were  at  Bowson 
Road,  Bream,  and  one  at  Sling.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  one  at 
Sling  was  a  result  of  bad  sampling,  and  those  from  the  Bowson  Road 
Works  at  Bream  were  due  to  flooding  in  times  of  storm.  Here  again,  it 
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is  anticipated  that  these  Works  will  be  dispensed  with  in  the  reasonably 
near  future  when  public  sewers  are  laid  in  the  proposed  Southern  Area 
Scheme. 


(d)  Construction  of  new  Council  Dwellings 

During  1966,  it  was  possible  to  complete  contracts  at  Bream,  Coleford, 
Five  Acres  and  Joys  Green,  the  total  dwellings  within  those  contracts 
comprising  32  houses  and  30  bungalows. 

At  the  same  time,  four  other  contracts  were  in  progress  at  Parkend, 
Broadwell,  Sling  and  Worrall  Hill,  comprising  48  houses  and  12 
bungalows. 

The  forward  programming  of  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year 
comprised  six  further  contracts,  totalling  108  dwellings,  as  follows  : — 


Whitecroft 
Bream 
Ellwood  . . . 
Coleford  . . . 
English  Bicknor 
Worrall  Hill 


16 

40 

4 

22 

10 

16 


As  well  as  Council  house  building  and  estate  development,  the 
Council  also  prepared  schemes  for  further  estate  development  at 
Coombs  Park,  Coleford,  to  make  19  plots  available  for  private  building, 
and  for  a  further  scheme  at  Parkend  Road,  Bream,  to  make  seven  such 
plots  available. 

Because  many  Council  house  tenants  own  motor  cars,  much  time  and 
effort  had  to  be  spent  on  schemes  for  lock-up  garages  on  the  Council’s 
Housing  estates  and  during  the  year  blocks  of  garages  were  built  as 
follows  : 

30  at  High  Nash,  Coleford,  14  at  Whitecroft  and  10  at  Joys  Green. 

Foundations  for  another  41  garages  on  three  other  sites  were  also 
constructed.  This  still  leaves  much  work  to  be  done  in  this  respect, 
throughout  all  the  Council’s  estates. 


Private  Development 
(a)  Building  Regulations,  1965 

During  the  year  417  applications  with  plans  were  made  for  approval 
under  the  Building  Regulations,  as  follows 

(i)  New  Dwellings. 

35  with  septic  tank  drainage. 

127  for  connection  to  main  sewer. 

(ii)  Improvements  to  existing  Dwellings 
74  with  septic  tank  drainage. 

33  to  main  sewer. 

(iii)  Garages 
no. 

(iv)  Other  Incidental 
38. 
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(b)  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act — Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  the  Council  dealt  with  53  applications  for  Improve¬ 
ment  Grants  comprising  44  Standard  Grants  and  9  Discretionary 
Grants. 

Investigations  of  applications  for  Loans  under  the  Housing  Acts  were 
made  in  56  cases,  comprising  25  to  purchase  existing  properties  ;  24  to 
improve  existing  properties  ;  6  to  build  new  dwellings  and  one  to 
repair  an  existing  property. 


Main  Sewerage 

As  was  indicated  in  my  notes  for  the  1965  Annual  Report,  the  whole 
of  the  West  Dean  Rural  District  is  now  considered,  from  a  main 
drainage  point  of  view,  to  have  three  basic  drainage  areas,  i.e.  the 
Northern  Area  comprising  Lydbrook  and  English  Bicknor,  the  Central 
Area  comprising  Coleford,  Coalway,  Broadwell,  Berry  Hill,  Christchurch, 
Newland,  Staunton,  Redbrook  and  Clearwell,  and  the  Southern  Area 
comprising  Bream,  Whitecroft,  Pillowell,  Yorkley,  Viney  Hill,  Oldcroft, 
Parkend,  Ellwood  and  Milkwall. 


Northern  Area 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  Council’s  desire  to  proceed  as 
quickly  as  possible  with  the  laying  of  public  sewers  in  English  Bicknor, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  survey  work  has  been  done  on  this  project 
during  the  year  including  investigations  in  liaison  with  the  Council’s 
Consultant  Engineers  regarding  the  capacity  of  the  existing  Disposal 
Works  at  Lydbrook. 


Central  Area 

As  regards  the  Central  Area,  the  extension  of  the  main  Disposal 
Works  situated  at  Newland  was  well  advanced  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
This,  however,  is  designed  to  cater  only  for  reception  of  trade  discharge 
from  the  Royal  Forest  Factory,  together  with  certain  overloading  which 
was  already  taking  place  from  the  parts  of  Berry  Hill  and  Broadwell 
which  were  already  sewered. 

With  regard  to  the  discharge  of  trade  effluent  from  the  Royal  Forest 
Factory,  arrangements  were  instituted  with  the  Beecham  Group,  as 
owners  of  this  factory,  to  put  in  hand  their  schemes  for  the  control  of 
the  discharge  in  all  its  aspects,  including  volume,  fluctuations,  tempera¬ 
ture,  sampling,  and  so  on,  and  I  am  pleased  that  the  arrangements  they 
proposed  seem  to  be  very  satisfactory  for  the  purpose. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  yet  a  further  extension  of  these  Works 
should  be  commissioned  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  sewer  extensions 
can  also  be  laid  in  the  remaining  parts  of  Broadwell  and  Berry  Hill, 
and  sewerage  laid  in  the  villages  of  Christchurch,  Staunton,  Newland, 
Redbrook  and  Clearwell. 
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Southern  Area 

Mention  was  made  in  my  notes  for  the  previous  year  of  the  progress 
being  made  by  the  Consultant  Engineers  on  the  comprehensive  scheme 
for  the  whole  of  the  Southern  Area,  but  though  considerable  design 
work  has  been  done,  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  scheme  is  not  yet  suffi¬ 
ciently  prepared  to  enable  a  physical  start  to  be  made  on  the  laying  of 
sewers,  the  construction  of  pumping  stations  and  the  construction  of 
the  disposal  works. 

It  will  be  a  number  of  years  before  the  whole  of  the  West  Dean 
Rural  District  is  adequately  sewered,  and  the  position  becomes  more 
acute  with  the  increasing  number  of  flush  lavatories,  bathrooms  and 
other  amenities,  both  in  houses  being  built  and  in  the  many  houses 
being  modernised. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  when  the  Southern  Area  Scheme  is  brought 
into  being,  the  Council  will  need  to  employ  a  qualified  and  experienced 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  Manager  to  be  in  overall  charge  within  my 
Department  of  the  main  disposal  works  and  the  12  main  sewage  pump¬ 
ing  stations,  the  maintenance  responsibilities  for  which  will  be  extremely 
onerous,  growing  more  so  year  by  year  as  further  schemes  of  sewerage 
are  carried  out.  In  the  meantime,  the  Attendants,  both  at  Lydbrook  and 
at  Newland,  together  with  those  responsible  for  the  smaller  Housing 
Act  Disposal  Works  have  been  given  instructions  in  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government’s  Publication  for  the 
Operation  and  Management  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

As  always,  considerable  difficulty  continued  to  be  experienced  in 
the  disposal  of  sludge,  and  in  an  endeavour  to  relieve  the  problem,  the 
Council  commenced  to  use  aluminoferric  at  the  head  of  the  Works 
and  aluminium  chlorohydrate  in  the  sludge,  the  former  to  achieve  a 
greater  precipitation,  and  the  latter  to  aid  in  the  more  rapid  drying  out 
of  the  sludge  on  the  sludge  drying  beds.  This  did  help  to  a  considerable 
extent  and,  subject  to  weather  conditions,  it  was  possible  to  lift  the 
sludge  from  the  drying  beds  after  a  period  of  approximately  14  days, 
instead  of  a  much  longer  period. 

The  use  of  chemical  precipitant  and  drying  agent  does  not,  however’ 
completely  meet  the  case,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  with  the 
extraction  of  wet  sludge  direct  from  the  settling  tanks  for  disposal. 

The  Council  have  recently  had  Cesspool  Emptying  Tanker  Vehicles 
on  demonstration,  and  have  ordered  a  new  1,000  gallon  tanker  to  be 
used  by  the  Department,  instead  of  entering  into  contract  for  this 
purpose.  Maintenance  at  the  main  sewage  pumping  stations  continued 
satisfactorily  during  the  year,  with  minor  attention  necessary  to  the 
valve  packing  glands  and  bearings. 

Nine  insurance  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  in  each 
case  a  satisfactory  report  on  the  state  of  the  equipment  was  issued. 

Nine  samples  of  effluent  were  taken  by  the  Wye  River  Authority 
during  the  year,  both  at  Lydbrook  and  at  Newland,  four  of  which  were 
unsatisfactory.  Two  from  Newland  were  unsatisfactory  as  a  result  of 
the  considerable  disturbance  by  the  building  operations  of  the  new 
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extensions  and  of  the  two  unsatisfactory  ones  from  Lydbrook,  one  was 
taken  when  the  pumps  had  been  out  of  action  for  24  hours  for  repairs, 
and  the  other  during  the  process  of  de-sludging  the  settling  tanks. 

On  the  maintenance  of  sewers,  it  was  necessary  to  carry  out  a  closed 
circuit  television  survey  on  certain  lengths  of  Coleford  main  outfall 
sewer  at  Whitecliff,  as  repeated  surcharging  of  this  length  of  sewer  was 
being  experienced  in  times  of  storm.  This  revealed  that  the  sewer  was 
defective  in  no  less  than  24  separate  places  in  a  distance  of  no  yards, 
all  of  the  defects  apparently  due  either  to  settlement  or  heavy  traffic 
vibration.  The  pipe  line  was  extensively  fractured  and  in  places  portions 
of  the  pipe  work  actually  missing.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Council 
entered  into  contractual  arrangements  for  the  replacement  of  this 
defective  length  of  no  yards. 

Attention  to  storm  sewers  and  culverts  was  again  necessary  during 
19 66,  and  at  Lydbrook  the  Council  laid  a  new  length  of  “  Armco  ” 
36  inch  diameter  culvert  on  concrete  bed  with  a  gravel  and  soil  surround, 
and  also  cleaned  out  approximately  130  yards  of  existing  masonry 
culvert,  removing  approximately  100  tons  of  debris  in  the  process. 

In  the  matter  of  flood  prevention,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
Council  have  entered  into  agreement  with  the  Gloucestershire  County 
Council  for  that  Authority  to  prepare  and  carry  out  flood  prevention 
schemes  under  Section  34  of  the  Land  Drainage  Act  of  1961,  the  work 
being  done  by  the  County  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Rural  District 
Council. 

During  the  year  the  following  new  connections  were  made  to  the 
public  sewers  : — 

Lydbrook  ...  19 

Coleford  ...  1 

Berry  Hill  ...  2 

Broadwell  ...  5 

Coalway  ...  1 

28 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 


Mr  A.  C.  Luker,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as  follows  on  the  number 
of  houses  completed  : — 


Council  Houses 


Parish 

1966 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1966 

Total 

Coleford  . 

- 

166 

281 

447 

English  Bicknor 

— 

8 

16 

24 

Staunton 

— 

— 

11 

11 

Newland 

Clearwell 

— 

10 

18 

28 

Redbrook  . 

— 

34 

— 

34 

Lydbrook 

Lydbrook  . 

— 

52 

10 

62 

Joys  Green 

— . 

20 

123 

143 

West  Dean 

Berry  Hill  . 

14 

50 

82 

132 

Bream . 

— 

80 

141 

221 

Broadwell 

— - 

64 

44 

108 

Ellwood  . 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Milkwall 

— 

6 

38 

44 

Parkend  . 

• — 

12 

47 

59 

Pillowell  . 

— 

12 

12 

Viney  Hill  . 

- — • 

— 

■ — 

— , 

Whitecroft 

— 

30 

30 

60 

Yorkley  . 

— 

42 

9i 

133 

Total 

14 

592 

938 

I>53° 

Of  the  fourteen  dwellings  completed  and  occupied  during  1966, 
ten  were  one  bedroom  type  bungalows  which  were  let  to  tenants  of 
pensionable  age. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  dwellings  set  out  above,  the  Council 
own  eight  other  units  of  accommodation,  all  of  which  are  occupied. 


Private  Houses 

Seventy-three  were  completed  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of 
616  during  the  post-war  period. 


Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  375  applicants  for  Council  houses,  102  of  whom  were 
pensioners  asking  for  the  tenancies  of  Old  Persons  Bungalows. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 


Sewerage 

There  are  two  sewerage  systems  and  works  : — 

(1)  Newland  works — which  serves  Coleford,  parts  of  Broadwell, 
Berry  Hill  and  Coalway.  Extensions  were  being  made  to  these 
works  to  take  the  trade  discharge  from  the  Royal  Forest  (formerly 
Carter’s)  Factory.  Extensions  to  this  sewerage  system  are  urgently 
required  to  sewer  the  remaining  parts  of  Broadwell  and  Berry 
Hill  and  the  Villages  of  Christchurch,  Newland  and  Clearwell. 

(2)  Lydbrook  works — serving  most  properties  in  the  Lydbrook 
Parish.  It  is  proposed  to  sewer  English  Bicknor  Village  to  these 
works  ;  the  works  at  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  is  overloaded 
and  the  Village  otherwise  needs  sewering. 

A  number  of  Council  Housing  Estates  have  works  some  of  which  are 
not  satisfactory. 

A  very  substantial  part  of  the  District  remains  to  be  sewered. 

Plans  for  the  sewering  of  the  Southern  Area,  comprising  Bream, 
Sling,  Whitecroft,  Parkend,  Pillowell,  Yorkley  and  Viney  Hill  were  still 
in  the  stage  of  preparation.  This  very  extensive  scheme  is  urgently 
needed  ;  many  nuisances  exist. 
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